November 13, 2006

Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of the Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16 held in the Olympia High School Media Center was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by President Laura Cremeens with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter, Trena Glenn, Curt Morr; Superintendent Donald F. Hahn, Assistant Superintendent Brad Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Brock Butts, Olympia West Elementary Principal Andrew Wise, Olympia North Elementary Principal Fred Shears, and Olympia South Elementary Principal Tim Sexton.  Board Member Les Schmidgall was absent.

Board Member Trena Glenn led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Recognition of Visitors

President Cremeens asked all visitors to introduce themselves.  Visitors included Olympia Education Association Co-President Margaret Bratcher, Olympia Foundation For Education representative D. J. Martin and various teachers to whom he was awarding grants, Ag. teacher Mr. Matt Nordstrom and various FFA students and their parents, BLDD Architects, Inc. representatives Sam Johnson and Barb Meek, various members of the Olympia Citizens Facilities Planning Committee, and WJBC Reporter Jesse Reeves.

Approval of Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the consent agenda that included:

A.
Approved Agenda

B.
Approved Minutes, including Executive Session, from the October 10, 2006,

            Regular Board of Education meeting    

C.
Approved Bills and Financial Reports    

D.
Approved the FY2007 School Library Per Capita Grant application  

E.
Adopted the revised Health & Physical Education curriculum as presented at the October 10, 2006 Board of Education meeting  

F.
Approved the Collection of Delinquent Accounts through the Services of a Collection Agency  

G.
Accepted gift of $750.00 from Unland Companies  

H.
Approved the amendment to the Stieghorst real estate contract postponing closing date until January 9, 2007  

I.
Approved the updated Risk Management Plan  

J.
Confirmed the following Resignations:

1. Charmaine Ringer – OHS SAC room supervisor effective August 23, 2006  

2. Joni LaDew – OHS Basketball Cheerleading Sponsor (shared position w/ Karli LaDew) effective October 27, 2006  

3. Karli LaDew – OHS Basketball Cheerleading Sponsor (shared position w/ Joni LaDew) effective October 27, 2006  

K.
Employed the following Education Support Personnel: 

1. Wendy Long – Noon Supervisor at Olympia North Elementary effective October 10, 2006  

2. Larry Sheppelman – OMS Boys’ Head Wrestling Coach effective for the 06-07 season  

3. Libby McGuire – OHS Basketball Cheerleading Sponsor effective for the 06-07 season  

4. Eileen Knobeloch – Bus Aide effective November 13, 2006  

5. Anna Harrison – Bus Aide effective November 13, 2006  

6. Robert Horner – Lead Maintenance Technician effective November 27, 2006  

7. Jeff Higgins – RtI Aide and Noon Supervisor at Olympia North Elementary effective October 30, 2006

Board member Curt Morr asked that item L – extending the contract of Dr. Butts for 30 additional days through June 30, 2007 be removed from the Consent Agenda and be considered separately after Executive Session.

Discussion.  Vote:  Alexander (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (absent), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

Communications

A communications folder was circulated among the Board members.

OHS Ag. teacher Matt Nordstrom and FFA members Kyle Overla, Brett Johnson,

Morgon Ott, Matt Barling, Michael Wheat, Todd Yacko, Stephanie Musselman, and

Carrie Glaser shared a power-point presentation from their recent trip to the 79th National

FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Highlights of the trip included attending the

opening session of the Convention where keynote speaker Terry Bradshaw encouraged

the students to follow their dreams.  Other sessions featured former Pacers basketball

player Clark Kellogg and retiring FFA officers.  While at the Conference, the students

were also able to enjoy a concert featuring Heartland, Jason Aldean and Carrie

Underwood, a Japanese dinner, and bowling.  During their presentation, the students

noted that Olympia’s FFA membership, as well as overall national membership, has

increased.  The students were also proud to recognize Olympia’s own Megan Ott who

was recently named FFA State Secretary.

Olympia Foundation For Education (OFFE) representative D.J. Martin presented grants to Olympia West Elementary teacher Staci Steiger (for reading materials for At-Risk students) and OHS teacher Chris Embry-Mohr (for OHS Advisory materials).  Other teachers receiving grants from the OFFE but not present were OHS teachers Charlie Chase, Robin Staudenmeier and Beth Smith, OMS teacher Wendy Wade, and OMS Principal Todd Dugan.

Dee Dee Stine, spokesperson, along with members of the Citizens’ Facilities Planning Committee, presented summaries of the committee’s recommendations for district building/upgrading projects.  The committee had previously divided into 5 groups with each group presenting a summary.  These summaries were presented by group representatives Jennifer Bauersfeld, Dee Dee Stine, Terri James, Joe Dehn, and Brent Reber.  Similarities among the summaries included the need for air conditioning and sufficient space for special programs in the elementary buildings, security and electrical upgrades for all buildings, and the need for a 375-student new facility to house Olympia North students.  All summaries noted the difficulty in trying to meet all of the needs of the district and staying within budget.  Sam Johnson and Barb Meek of BLDD Architects commented that they hope this committee will agree on one plan at the November 30 meeting to be held at the OHMS Cafeteria at 7:00 p.m.

Committee Reports

Board President Laura Cremeens reported that the first meeting of the Olympia Advisory Committee (OAC) was well attended with several new participants.  During the October 23 OAC meeting, Superintendent Hahn presented an update on the facilities planning and the recent OHMS lockdown.

Board Vice-President Sondra Hayes noted the revisions for numerous Board policies.  These policy revisions became action items later in the meeting.  Curt Morr asked that Policy 6:210 (allowing school districts to show R-rated movies to students if prior approval has been given by Superintendent or his/her designee) be considered separately.

Administrative Reports

Assistant Superintendent Brad Hutchison provided a comparison chart which shows a steady increase in the ACT composite scores.  Mr. Hutchison noted this year’s score continues to be above the State composite score. 

Mr. Hutchison reported that the Social Studies Curriculum committee is currently working on revising the curriculum.  He also reported that the Language Arts Curriculum committee has selected its textbooks and will be presenting them to the Board for approval at the December 11 Board of Education meeting.  The revised Health & Physical Education Curriculum was earlier approved on the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Hutchison shared copies of an Olympia District brochure which details information about the district/schools, educational programs, and organizations.  He recognized OHS teacher Connie Schroeder and recent Olympia graduate Jacob Schmidgall for their assistance in creating the brochure. 

Business & Operations Manager Brock Butts announced that renovation of the football bleachers had begun.  He anticipates this to be an estimated 2-week project.  Dr. Butts also noted that Wellness activities consisting of blood screenings, flu shots and mammograms, would be provided to District staff on November 28 and December 2.

Transportation Director Trent Keller presented his final recommendation for the purchase of two 71-passenger conventional buses and one 77-passenger conventional bus, with luggage compartment, from Midwest Transit Equipment, Inc.  After trade-in, these 3 buses will cost $190,208.00.

Olympia West Elementary Principal and incoming Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise provided 2006 property tax levy information.  Mr. Wise reported that the Equalized Assessed Value (EAV) of the district is expected to decrease due to declining farmland values, minimal construction within the district, and continued tax exemptions for Homestead and senior citizens.  Superintendent Hahn noted that this is the 5th year of no growth for the Olympia district.  The Board will be asked to approve the final 2006 tentative levy in the amount of $10,282,729.

Mr. Wise also provided the Board with a 3-year contract between Olympia and the Illinois Energy Consortium (IEC).  The IEC is a non-profit organization that contracts with school districts in an attempt to help minimize energy expenditures.  Mr. Wise compared rates of IEC with current Olympia energy rates and anticipates the IEC contract to save the district approximately $10,000 per year over the next 3 years.

Building Principals shared written reports highlighting events and achievements with the Board.  An OHMS Sports Medicine Summary for October and the final Fall Activities Participation report was also shared.  It was noted that 438 OHS students out of a total of 644 students participate in extra-curricular activities, and 247 OMS students out of a total of 314 students participate in extra-curricular activities.

Superintendent Don Hahn provided the Board with additional Board policy revisions that will need Board attention and referral to the Policy Administrative Sub Committee.  He also provided final information to Board members and Administrators who will be attending the IASB, IASA, IASBO Joint Conference in Chicago November 17-19.  It was noted that Board President Cremeens will serve as the district’s delegate for the IASB assembly during the conference.

Mr. Hahn discussed the possibility of either a district-wide “buzz-in” security system and/or the placement of a Resource Officer at OHMS.  Mr. Hahn noted that these options would be funded by Tort money.  These security options will be discussed in more detail at a later date.  Mr. Hahn also provided a map showing locations and numbers of students transported to and from the Olympia North Elementary building.  This map will be one of many tools in determining a location site for the new North building. 

Mr. Hahn reported that the lease between Olympia and the Village of Minier for the Minier ball diamond will be up for renewal in February.  He noted that the district may be asking the Board to consider a different lease option in the near future. 

Other Business

There was no other business.

Action Items

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the purchase of two 71-passenger Conventional buses and one 77-passenger Conventional Bus with a luggage compartment from Midwest Transit Equipment, Inc. at a cost of $190,208.00.

Discussion.  Vote:  Alexander (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye), 

Schmidgall (absent), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Laura Cremeens, to approve the tentative 2006 Levy as presented by Mr. Wise and Dr. Butts.  The total rate is expected to be between $4.81 and $4.85 per one hundred dollars of assessed value. 

Discussion.  Vote:  Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Schmidgall (absent),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Trena Glenn, to adopt Board policies 2:90, 2:120, 2:250, 2:260, 4:90, 4:160, 5:40, 5:150, 5:160, 5:170, 5:300, 5:320, 6:30, 6:70, 6:80, 6:150, 6:220, 6:230, 6:280, 6:290, 6:330, 7:80, 7:90, 7:220, 7:310, 7:340 and 8:40 as recommended by Mr. Hahn and the Board Policy Administrative Sub Committee.

Discussion:  Vote:  Hayes (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (absent), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to adopt Board policy 6:210 as recommended by Mr. Hahn and the Board Policy Administrative Sub Committee.

Discussion:  Curt Morr stated that he saw no reason to be showing R-rated movies in any Olympia school.

Vote:  Alexander (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (absent), Glenn (aye), Morr (nay).  Motion carried 5-1.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Steve Matter, to direct Administration to present pertinent educational planning and facilities information to the Citizens’ Facility Planning Committee by November 30, 2006 to consider in their final recommendation.  

Discussion.  Vote:  Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye), Hayes (aye), Schmidgall (absent),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Curt Morr, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the Illinois Energy Consortium Membership and Participation Agreement.

Discussion.  Vote:  Morr (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (absent), Glenn (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Executive Session 

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Steve Matter, to meet in Executive Session at 10:02 p.m. to discuss negotiations and employment.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Craig Alexander, to reconvene open session at 10:31 p.m.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Action as a Result of Executive Session

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to amend the Part-Time Business & Operations Manager’s contract to include up to 90 days (previously 60) and through June 30, 2007.

Discussion.  Vote:  Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Schmidgall (absent),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to adjourn the meeting at 10:32 p.m.  

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

_________________________


_________________________

President, Board of Education


Secretary, Board of Education

EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES

November 13, 2006

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Steve Matter, to meet in Executive Session at 10:02 p.m. to discuss negotiations and employment.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

