October 10, 2006

Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of the Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16 held in the Olympia Administration Office was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by President Laura Cremeens with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter, Trena Glenn, Curt Morr; Superintendent Donald F. Hahn, Assistant Superintendent Brad Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Brock Butts, Olympia High School Principal Lance Thurman, Olympia Middle School Principal Todd Dugan, Olympia North Elementary Principal Fred Shears, Olympia South Elementary Principal Tim Sexton, and Olympia West Elementary Principal Andrew Wise.

Board President Laura Cremeens led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Recognition of Visitors

The following visitors were present:  Olympia Director of Transportation Trent Keller, Olympia staff members Robin Staudenmeier and Mike Haak, community members Rose Willis and Stacey Rinkenberger, and Tom Peffer of Gorenz & Associates.

Approval of Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Trena Glenn, to approve the consent agenda that included:

A.
Approved Agenda

B.
Approved Minutes from the September 18, 2006, Public Budget Hearing  

C.
Approved Minutes with the clarification of one sentence, including Executive Session, from the September 18, 2006, Regular Board of Education meeting 

D.
Approved Minutes from the September 19, 2006, Special-Called Electronic meeting   

E.
Approved Bills and Financial Reports  

F.
Confirmed the following resignations:  

1.   Mary Cope – Bus Aide effective September 22, 2006
2. Shannon Donaldson – part-time Olympia West custodian effective October 13, 2006

G.
Employed the following Education Support Personnel:  

1. Shannon Donaldson – part-time OHS SAC Supervisor effective October 3, 2006

2. Deborah Barton – OHS Principal’s Secretary effective October 3, 2006

3. Katie Shaffer – Bus Aide effective October 10, 2006

4. Brandon Gordon – part-time Olympia West Custodian effective October 12, 2006

H.
Approved Early Graduation for Sara Gardner  

I.
Approved a Sunday activity for the OHS Golf Team on October 15, 2006, with voluntary attendance   

Discussion.  Vote:  Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Morr (aye), Schmidgall (absent), Alexander (absent).  Motion carried 5-0.

Communications

A communications folder was circulated among the Board members.

Tom Peffer of Gorenz and Associates presented the Auditor’s Financial Report for the 2005-2006 year.  Mr. Peffer stated that the district is passing realistic budgets and sticking to them, however he did express some concern regarding the revenues remaining flat, expenditures rising, and enrollment declining.  Olympia’s financial profile score remains the same as last year, 3.90, which gives the district a ranking of Financial Recognition, an improvement from Financial Warning received in 2003-2004. 

Transportation Director Trent Keller presented the Board with his recommendation to trade-in/purchase buses for the 2006-2007 school year.  Mr. Keller’s report also consisted of complete equipment information including estimated miles to be traveled during the current school year.  3 new vehicles will be purchased/traded. 

Limitation of Administrative Costs Waiver Public Hearing

A scheduled Limitation of Administrative Costs Waiver Public Hearing was called to order by President Cremeens at 7:40 p.m. with all persons still in attendance.

Illinois School Code states that administrative costs shall not exceed 5%.  During the 2005-2006 school year, the Business & Operations Manager position consisted of 120 days.  The same position for the 2006-2007 school year will consist of 160 days.  This increase in number of days is more than 5% therefore requiring a Limitation of Administrative Costs Waiver. 

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to adjourn the Public Hearing at 7:47 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Committee Reports

Board Vice-President Sondra Hayes, representing the Tri-County Executive sub-committee, and Assistant Superintendent Brad Hutchison reported that the district will be offering SOLO training on October 18 by retired Olympia teacher Cheryl Surratt.  SOLO is a software tool that allows 3rd through 12th grade students to improve their reading, project researching, and essay writing skills at their own pace.

Administrative Reports

Assistant Superintendent Hutchison provided a complete list of professional development opportunities available during the fall, 2006.  He also presented the Board with copies of the recently revised Health and Physical Education curriculum.  This curriculum is aligned to meet state standards by focusing on nutrition, fitness, first aide and staying drug-free.  The revision will also provide 7th graders with a life cycle study including a reproductive system unit.  Mr. Hutchison will ask for Board adoption of this curriculum at the November 13 Board meeting.  Mr. Hutchison reported that district attorney Brandon Wright attended the October 6 collaborative district institute to present Response to Intervention – What Is It and How Do We Prepare For It?  RtI is being initiated to reduce the need to label children as disabled by providing incentives, scientifically-based programs, and positive behavioral interventions.  Tri-County personnel, along with Clinton and Heyworth school districts attended this institute.

Business & Operations Manager presented the Board with a bid for the football field bleacher repairs.  The bid included amounts to bring the district into compliance or to full specifications.  Dr. Butts also provided information regarding the recommended replacement of 2 boilers.  Both of these projects would be funded by Life Safety money and must be completed before any other Life Safety money can be spent on any further projects.

Dr. Butts reported that the 3 elementary buildings will be “shut down” during the winter break in order to conserve energy.  Elementary activities during that period will be scheduled at the OHMS complex through elementary principals and Mr. Lootens.

Building reports were made available by Principals, along with the OHMS Sports Medicine Summary and updated fall sports participation numbers.  It was noted that participation continues to increase.

Superintendent Don Hahn shared enrollment comparisons for September 29, 2006, and September 30, 2005.  The district is currently housing 69 less students this year than last year.  Superintendent Hahn also shared a schedule and updated member list for the Olympia Advisory Council.

Superintendent Hahn summarized the Hopedale detachment hearing held at 10:00 a.m. on October 10.  Hopedale’s Committee of Ten was represented by its attorney who presented arguments to show that the Regional Board had made a previous mistake by not allowing the detachment.  Delavan’s school district attorney was also present to state how the detachment would benefit the Delavan school district.  Olympia’s attorney remained firm in his argument that the Regional Board had made the correct decision to deny the detachment based on Illinois School Code and circuit court and appellate court rulings on previous detachment cases.  The judge will review all materials and briefs and issue a decision to the attorneys within 30-90 days.

Superintendent Hahn reported that the October 5 building meetings with BLDD Architects were well received by both faculty/staff members and community members.  He would like to make the 3 building/renovation options prepared by Fanning/Howey Associates more visible to the communities in order to instill better understanding of the final recommendation.  The next scheduled meetings will be at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 12,2006, at Olympia North and OHMS. 

Superintendent Hahn announced that the proposed ISBE Food Service Rule banning “junk food” in elementary and middle schools was approved by legislators on October 10, 2006.  Food Service departments will be receiving guidance from the ISBE’s Nutrition Programs Division and nutrition standards will be reviewed in January, 2007. 

Other Business

In other business, Board President Cremeens informed the Board that Superintendent Hahn has been nominated for Illinois Superintendent of the Year by the Illinois Association of School Administrators Corn Belt Division.  There are 21 divisions of IASA.

Action Items

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Trena Glenn, to approve the 

Limitation of Administrative Costs Waiver application as presented.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hayes (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Morr (aye), Schmidgall (absent), Alexander (absent).  Motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the 2005-2006 auditor’s report as presented by Tom Peffer of Gorenz & Associates.

Discussion.  Vote:  Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye), Hayes (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (aye), Schmidgall (absent), Alexander (absent).  Motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Curt Morr, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the bid for 

purchase of 3 buses at an estimated price of $212,960 minus an estimated $28,000 trade-

in value of 3 buses as recommended by Transportation Director Trent Keller.

Discussion.  Vote:  Morr (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Schmidgall (absent), Alexander (absent).  Motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Steve Matter, to accept the bid of 

$186,806 by E.T. Paddock for the renovation of the football field bleachers (Renovations 

would include aluminum foot boards, aisle extensions, an elevated walkway, vomitories 

for stairs, intermediate steps, ADA ramp, raised end rails, and new stairs) as 

recommended by Business & Operations Manager Brock Butts and per the 10-year Life 

Safety Report of 2002.

Discussion.  Vote:  Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye), Hayes (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (nay), Schmidgall (absent), Alexander (absent).  Motion carried 4-1.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Trena Glenn to appoint Velma 

Litwiller as the district’s Designated Representative to receive, examine and file 

nominating papers from Board member candidates.

Discussion.  Vote:  Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Morr (aye), Schmidgall (absent), Alexander (absent).  Motion carried 5-0.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Executive Session

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to meet in Executive Session at 9:11 p.m. to discuss personnel.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

A motion was made by Trena Glenn, seconded by Steve Matter, to reconvene open session at 9:37 p.m.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Actions as a Result of Executive Session

There was no action taken as a result of Executive Session.

Reconvened Open Session

Before adjournment, open session reconvened where Superintendent Hahn reported on the need for improved security at all district facilities, but for the OHMS building in particular.  A number of options were discussed.  The Board directed Superintendent Hahn to determine the costs of an on-site resource officer at OHMS and possible methods to pay for a resource officer.  Additionally, the Board asked Superintendent Hahn to hold discussions with local governments and the McLean County 911 Board regarding response times to Olympia High School.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Laura Cremeens, to adjourn the meeting at 10:02 p.m.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

______________________________

______________________________

President, Board of Education


Secretary, Board of Education

EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES

October 10, 2006

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to meet in Executive Session at 9:11 p.m. to discuss personnel.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

