September 18, 2006

Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of the Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16 held in the Olympia Administration Office was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by President Laura Cremeens with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter, Leslie Schmidgall, Trena Glenn, Curt Morr, Craig Alexander; Superintendent Donald F. Hahn, Assistant Superintendent Brad Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Brock Butts, Olympia North Principal Fred Shears, Olympia South Principal Tim Sexton, and Olympia West Principal Andrew Wise.

Board President Laura Cremeens led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Recognition of Visitors

The following visitors were present:  Community members Rose Willis, Don Maurer, and DeeDee Stine; Olympia staff members Margaret Bratcher and Tami Geurts; and BLDD Architects representatives Sam Johnson and Carson Durham.

Approval of Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the consent agenda that included:

A.
Approved Agenda

B.
Approved Minutes, including Executive Session, from the August 14, 2006,

            Regular Board of Education meeting   

C.
Approved Bills and Financial Reports  

D.
Employed the following certified Teachers:  

1. Charmaine Ringer – Special Education at OHS effective August 21, 2006

2. Ted Evans – part-time Physical Education at North effective August 21, 2006

3. Elizabeth Kirby – Family & Consumer Sciences at OHS effective August 21, 2006

4. Lon Abrams – Social Studies at OHS effective August 23, 2006

E.
Employed the following non-certified Education Support Personnel:  

1. Jody Eastridge – Cook at North effective August 23, 2006

2. Ted Evans – Reading Improvement Aide at North effective August 23, 2006 

3. Ted Evans – Noon Supervisor at North effective August 24, 2006

4. Juel Bennewitz – Special Education Aide at North effective August 24, 2006

5. Marcia Hieronymus – Special Education Aide & Noon Supervisor at South effective August 23, 2006

6. Irene Melton – Classroom Aide at South effective August 23, 2006

7. Cheryl Renfrow – Reading Improvement Aide at South effective August 23, 2006

8. Chrystian Stribling – Response to Intervention Aide at South effective August 25, 2006

9. Sunshine Rogers – Cook at OHS effective August 23, 2006

10. Connie Neisler – Special Education Aide at OHS effective September 5, 2006

11. Rosa White – PreK Aide at North effective September 5, 2006

12. Mary Cope – Bus Aide effective September 11, 2006

13. Jennifer Shay – Bus Aide effective September 18, 2006

14. Teresa Schappaugh – Receptionist/Secretary to the Assistant Superintendent effective TBA

15. Tanya Lang – Classroom Aide & Noon Supervisor at West effective August 23, 2006

16. Andrew Cotton – Reading Improvement & RtI Aide at West effective August 23, 2006

17. Nicole Briggs – Special Education Aide at West effective August 23, 2006

18. Josh Kirk – Special Education Aide at West effective August 28, 2006

19. Tina Berube – Special Education Aide at West effective September 25, 2006

F.
Confirmed the following resignations:  

1. Amber Davis – Bus Aide effective August 15, 2006

2. Valerie Wahls – Classroom Aide at South effective August 8, 2006

3. Barbara Stubblefield – Cook at North effective August 10, 2006

4. Teresa Schappaugh – Principal’s Secretary at West effective TBA

5. Daniel Andrews – OMS Cross Country & Track Coach effective October 10, 2006

6. Paul Swanson – OHS Social Studies & OHS Head Boys’ Basketball Coach effective August 14, 2006

7. Terry Melick – OMS Girls’ 8th Grade Volleyball Coach effective September 18, 2006 

G.
Employed the following Teaching Coaches/Sponsors effective for the 2006-2007 school year:  

1. Elizabeth Kirby – OHS Sophomore Class Sponsor

2. Matt Koeppel – OHS Boys’ Assistant Basketball Coach

3. Ginger Spencer – OMS Pom-Pon Sponsor

H.
Employed the following Non-teaching Coaches/Sponsors effective for the 2006-2007 school year:  

1. Gerry Thornton – OHS Head Boys’ Basketball Coach

2. Keith Eimer – OHS Boys’ Assistant Wrestling Coach

3. Kristina Westerfield – OMS Girls’ 8th Grade Volleyball Coach

4. Laura Doornbos – OMS Girls’ 7th Grade Volleyball Coach

I.
Approved Lisa Castleman as Social Studies Department Chair for the 2006-2007 school year  

J.
Approved the Reduction in Time Resolution for the following Education Support Personnel effective October 18, 2006:  

1. Michelle Goben – Bus Aide, from 7 hours per day to 6.25 hours per day

2. Kathy Sledge – Bus Aide, from 7 hours per day to 6.50 hours per day

K.
Approved the 2006-2007 Applications for Recognition of Schools  

L.
Approved the Job Description for Guidance Secretary  

M.
Approved the Specifications for OHS Football Bleacher upgrades  

N.
Granted permission for Caleb Jennings to attend Olympia West Elementary for the 2006-2007 school year 

Discussion.  Vote:  Alexander (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Communications

A communications folder was circulated among the Board members.

Committee Reports

Board member Curt Morr reported that the Building Administrative Committee had met 

with representatives from BLDD Architects to discuss the upcoming meetings and 

timelines.  Present at that meeting were BLDD representatives Sam Johnson and Barb 

Meek; Building Administrative Committee members Curt Morr and Steve Matter; 

Superintendent Don Hahn, Assistant Superintendent Brad Hutchison, and Olympia West 

Principal Andrew Wise.

BLDD Architects representatives Sam Johnson and Carson Durham addressed the Board regarding the meeting dates and timelines that were discussed at the aforementioned Committee meeting.  They provided informational fliers depicting the dates, times, and reasons for meetings.  These will be distributed throughout the District and all communities.

Administrative Reports

Assistant Superintendent Brad Hutchison was pleased as he shared the preliminary results of the 2006 Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) and the American College Testing (ACT).  Out of 124 students from the 2007 graduating class who took the ACT, 98 received scores that would allow admittance to an Illinois public university, and 10 received scores that would allow admittance to some Illinois universities and most private collages.  The preliminary elementary ISAT scores showed that the district achieved test scores that met or exceeded state standards in the subject areas of reading, math and science.

With the help of OHS Principal Lance Thurman, Mr. Hutchison reported that enrollment in the Advanced Placement (AP) program continues to increase.  Out of 63 students who took the AP exams in the spring of 2006, 42 (67%) earned a score of 3 or higher which is comparable to college grades of A or B.  Advanced Placement program participation will continue to be encouraged.   

Business & Operations Manager Brock Butts presented the specifications for the football field bleacher repairs.  This project is part of Life Safety Amendment #20 and will be funded by Life Safety funds.  Dr. Butts reported that employees now can view the Employee Access portion of the new software program.  This component allows an employee to view all of his/her personnel information including pay history, sick days, etc.

In his financial report, Dr. Butts noted that due to late Tazewell County tax payments, the expenditures to revenue ratios are significantly larger than last year at this time.  He also provided copies of the official budget for fiscal year 2007.  This budget was also presented earlier at a Public Budget Hearing preceding the regular Board of Education meeting.  

Principals reported that the Back-to-School Parent Orientation and Open House evenings were very successful.  A Sports Medicine Summary for the new year was shared, along with a Fall Sports Participation report which showed a slight increase over last year’s participation. 

Superintendent Donald Hahn provided the Board with this year’s total district enrollment number (as of 9-8-06) of 2,017 which is 72 students less than last year (as of 9-7-05).  He also provided IASB-recommended revisions to 31 current Board policies.  These recommendations will be reviewed by the Policy Committee, then presented to the Board for discussion/approval.  Mr. Hahn presented the final contract for the purchase of real estate located at 309 N. Eastern Avenue in Minier, Illinois for $111,000.  He also provided the resume of Richard Laleman whom he recommended as interim Principal for Olympia West, replacing Andrew Wise as he assumes his new duty of Business & Operations Manager in January, 2007.  Mr. Laleman has many years of administrative experience in District 87 as an elementary principal and human resources director.

Mr. Hahn asked the Board to approve the Report of Budget Priorities and Needs for Restoration (10 X 2010) which includes 10 priority items as previously determined by Board members and Administrators.  These items will be addressed as finances permit.  Mr. Hahn also recommended the employment of BLDD Architects, in conjunction with STS Consultants, for the district’s future building and renovation needs.  BLDD representatives Sam Johnson and Carson Durham were present to provide a meeting schedule that will begin their planning process.  Meeting opportunities will be available  for all Olympia staff, parents and community members.  Input from these meetings will be considered as actual plans are made.

Other Business

There was no other business.

Opportunity for Public Input

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Gardner and daughter, Sara Gardner, asked to speak to the Board regarding early graduation for Sara.  This issue was taken into Executive Session.

Action Items

A motion was made by Curt Morr, seconded by Craig Alexander, to approve the final 

Contract for Sale of Real Estate to purchase property located at 309 N. Eastern Avenue, 

Minier, Illinois, at a price of $111,000.

Discussion.  Vote:  Morr (aye), Alexander (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Schmidgall (aye), Glenn (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Curt Morr, to employ the services of 

BLDD Architects, in conjunction with STS Consultants, for the district’s future 

renovation and building needs.

Discussion.  Vote:  Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Schmidgall (abstain), Glenn (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 6-1.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to employ Richard 

Laleman as interim Principal at Olympia West effective for the remainder of the 2006-

2007 school year beginning January 8, 2007, for up to 120 days at $350.00 per day plus 

mileage.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Schmidgall (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the 10 X 

2010 document as recommended by the Superintendent in April, 2006, and to direct 

administration to take necessary steps to implement the 10 X 2010 plan if the Education 

rate is $2.90.

Discussion.  Vote:  Matter (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Schmidgall (nay),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 6-1.

A motion was made by Trena Glenn, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the move of 

6th grades to attend school at OMS in the fall of 2007.

Discussion.  Vote:  Glenn (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (nay), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 6-1.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the 

Administrative Recommendations including specifically a referendum for approximately 

$0.50 for building bonds and $0.50 for Education fund rate.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Schmidgall (nay),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 6-1.

Executive Session

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to meet in 

Executive Session at 9:32 p.m. to discuss the expulsion of student #031588 and an early 

graduation request.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Steve Matter, to reconvene open 

session at 10:23 p.m.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Actions as a Result of Executive Session

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Laura Cremeens, to expel student 

#031588 to the SAVE alternative program.

Discussion.  Vote:  Alexander (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Leslie Schmidgall, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to adjourn the meeting at 10:31 p.m.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

_________________________


_________________________

President, Board of Education


Secretary, Board of Education

EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES

September 18, 2006

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to meet in 

Executive Session at 9:32 p.m. to discuss the expulsion of student #031588 and an early 

graduation request.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

