December 10, 2007
Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of the Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16, held in the Olympia Administration Office Board Room, was called to order at 6:45 p.m. on Monday, December 10, 2007 by President Laura Cremeens with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter, Trena Glenn, Kevin Frazier and Carolyn Hansen; Superintendent Brad K. Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, OHS Principal Lance Thurman, OMS Principal Todd Dugan, and Olympia West Elementary Principal Nicole Rummel.
Board member Curt Morr was absent, but participated in the meeting via conference call.

Board President Laura Cremeens led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Recognition of Visitors

President Cremeens welcomed all visitors and asked them to introduce themselves.  Visitors included Olympia Education Association Co-President Joan Tracy, BLDD Architects representative Barbara Meek, Benchmark Construction Management representatives Mike Pflederer and Jason White, WJBC reporter Jim Fitzpatrick, and Pantagraph reporter Joyelle Collins.
Approval of Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Trena Glenn, to approve the Consent Agenda that included:

A.
Approved Agenda

B.
Approved the edited Minutes, including Executive Session, from the November 12, 2007 regular Board of Education meeting  

C.
Approved the Minutes from the November 2, 2007 special-call Board of Education meeting   

D.
Approved Bills and Financial Reports  

E.
Employed the following Education Support Personnel:

1.
Rebecca Bellefeuille – School Bus Aide effective November 14, 2007  

2.
Diana Tackett – School Bus Driver effective January 8, 2008  

F.
Confirmed the resignation of Kendra Rollins as OHS Head Varsity Boys’ Swimming Coach effective November 17, 2007  

G.
Employed Patrick Hewitt as OHS Head Varsity Boys’ Swimming Coach effective

 November 19, 2007  

H.
Approved the employment split of the OHS Assistant Wrestling Coach position 
effective for the 2007-2008 season as follows:


Josh Collins – 60% Stipend and Will Wright – 40% Stipend

I.
Approved the overnight stay in Princeton on Friday, January 4, 2008 to allow the OHS Wrestling team to attend the Wrestling Invitational January 4 & 5, 2008  

J.
Approved the overnight stay in Downers Grove on Friday, January 18, 2008 to allow the OHS Speech team to attend the Downers Grove South Speech Invitational January 18 & 19, 2008  

K.
Approved the position of OMS Assistant Wrestling Coach to be added to the 

2007-2008 Extra Duty Assignments  

L.
Approved the revised purchase price of $262,935 for three 71-passenger busses and one 77-passenger bus

M.
Employed the following certified teachers:


1.  Candi Evans – OMS Technology/Business effective January 7, 2008    


2.  Erin Schultz – OHS Special Education effective January 7, 2008  

Discussion.  Vote.  Hansen (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),
Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Communications

Barbara Meek of BLDD Architects presented the Board with the 99% Construction 

Phase.  Mrs. Meek informed the Board that pre-bid meetings will be held in January, 

2008 while recommendations on the approval of bids will be presented to the Board at 

the February 11, 2008 regular Board of Education meeting. 

Mike Pflederer of Benchmark Construction Management informed the Board that the 

IEPA permit for the North site had been received and that mass excavation would begin 

when weather permits.  Mr. Pflederer provided the Board with a summary of project costs

and a payment history thus far.  He also introduced Jason White, Project Manager, who 

provided the Board with a list of bid packages and possible contractor 

companies who have shown interest in the project.
Board members shared information obtained at the IASB, IASA, IASBO annual Joint Conference, held November 16-18, 2007 in Chicago.

Committee Reports

Board President Laura Cremeens and Board member Kevin Frazier informed the Board that they had attended the recent Olympia Education Association (OEA) meeting where many things were discussed including the school calendar, the Consortium for Educational Change (CEC), and a recent Pre-K Parent meeting held at Olympia South.

Board member Sondra Hayes reported that she had attended the second Olympia Advisory Council (OAC) meeting where many exciting updates were shared including enrollment, attendance, success of the 6th grade move to OMS, future building designs, and the recent Torch award.

Administrative Reports

Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise announced that the first regular State aid transportation payment had been received for the 2007-2008 school year.  He also provided the Board with detailed information regarding the upcoming bid process for the construction/renovation projects.  At Board request, Mr. Wise presented a 4-year comparison chart of unpaid fees sent to a collection agency.  The Board will be reviewing ways to improve fee collection.

Principal reports were shared, along with the November Sports Medicine Summary and the updated Fall Sports Participation, Gate Receipts, & Fee Collection report.

Superintendent Brad Hutchison recommended the waiver of Columbus Day and Veteran’s Day for the next 2 school years which would allow additional time for major construction projects.  He also recommended the waiver modification of School Improvement Days which would result in 4 half-day SIP days instead of 2.  This would also allow additional time for major construction projects and provide teachers with additional time to focus on school improvement strategies.

Superintendent Hutchison provided the Board with a review of the revised K-12 Social Studies curriculum.  He also informed the Board that the OHS Administration will be including some Activity Code improvements in their 2008-2009 Handbook which will be presented to the Board for approval at a later date.

Superintendent Hutchison asked the Board to set a date for both the annual Board Retreat and an IASB-sponsored Board Member Self-Assessment session.

Other Business

There was no other business.

Action Items

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Carolyn Hansen to approve the 99% construction documents as presented by BLDD Architects and Benchmark Construction Manager.

Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the advertisement of bids for work to be done on the construction and renovation projects outlined in the 99% construction documents.

Discussion.  Vote.  Matter (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to adopt the 2007 Property Tax Levy to be collected in 2008 as presented by Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise and as listed by the following funds:  Education $6,321,023; Operations & Maintenance $1,089,831; Transportation $435,933; Working Cash $108,983; Municipal Retirement $217,966; Social Security $326,949; Life Safety $108,983; Tort Immunity $653,899; Special Education $87,187; Lease/Purchase $108,983.

Discussion.  Vote.  Matter (aye), Hansen (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),
Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0. 

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to approve the application for the Columbus Day school holiday waiver to be effective for the school years of 2008-2009 and 2009-2010.
Discussion.  Vote.  Cremeens (aye), Frazier (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to approve the application for the Veteran’s Day school holiday waiver to be effective for the school years of 2008-2009 and 2009-2010.
Discussion.  Vote.  Hayes (aye), Hansen (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Trena Glenn, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the application for the School Improvement Days waiver modification to be effective for the school years of 2008-2009 and 2009-2010.
Discussion.  Vote.  Glenn (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to set the date of January 29, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. for the purpose of a Board Retreat to participate in a self-evaluation program sponsored by the Illinois Association of School Boards.
Discussion.  Vote.  Hayes (aye), Hansen (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),
Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to set the date of February 6, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. for the purpose of the annual Board Retreat.
Discussion.  Vote.  Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Glenn (aye),
Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Executive Session

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Trena Glenn, to meet in Executive Session at 8:12 p.m. to discuss student discipline.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to reconvene open session at 8:27 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Action as a Result of Executive Session

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the expulsion of student #072093 and the enrollment of same student into Bloomington’s SAVE Alternative School effective for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year.
Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to adjourn the meeting at 8:49 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

APPROVED:




ATTEST:

______________________________
______________________________

President, Board of Education

Secretary, Board of Education
EXECUTIVE SESSION

December 10, 2007

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Trena Glenn, to meet in Executive Session to discuss student discipline.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
