December 10, 2007
Call to Order and Roll Call
A special scheduled Public Hearing meeting of the Board of Education of the Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16, held in the Olympia Administration Office Board Room, was called to order at 6:41 p.m. on Monday, December 10, 2007 by President Laura Cremeens with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter, Trena Glenn, Kevin Frazier and Carolyn Hansen; Superintendent Brad K. Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, OHS Principal Lance Thurman, OMS Principal Todd Dugan, and Olympia West Elementary Principal Nicole Rummel.
Board member Curt Morr was absent, but participated in the meeting via conference call.
Visitors

Visitors included Olympia Education Association Co-President Joan Tracy, BLDD Architects representative Barbara Meek, WJBC reporter Jim Fitzpatrick and Pantagraph reporter Joyelle Collins.
Columbus Day Waiver Report
Superintendent Brad Hutchison recommended the waiver of Columbus Day based upon the District’s need to start the next two school years on a later date due to major construction.

Superintendent Hutchison provided the Board with a copy of the waiver narrative that will be submitted to the State which states that school attendance by staff and students on Columbus Day will be more effective in that teaching and learning about the contribution of Columbus can occur within the context of a school setting.  Teachers with historical, literary, and pedagogical expertise will develop specific programs of instruction for students on this topic.  This is more relevant and meaningful and, therefore, a more effective and valuable approach to commemoration than non-attendance on this day where learning about Christopher Columbus is unlikely and cannot be assured through formal means.
Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Veteran’s Day Waiver Report

Superintendent Brad Hutchison recommended the waiver of Veteran’s Day based upon the District’s need to start the next two school years on a later date due to major construction.

Superintendent Hutchison provided the Board with a copy of the waiver narrative that will be submitted to the State which states that school attendance by staff and students on Veteran’s Day will be more effective in that teaching and learning about the contributions of our veterans can occur within the context of a school setting.  Teachers with historical, literary, and pedagogical expertise will develop specific programs of instruction for students on this topic.  This is more relevant and meaningful and, therefore, a more effective and valuable approach to commemoration than non-attendance on this day where learning about our veterans is unlikely and cannot be assured through formal means.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

School Improvement Day Waiver Modification

Superintendent Brad Hutchison recommended the waiver modification of School Improvement Days which would allow more time for major construction projects for the next two school years and would also provide teachers with additional time to focus on School Improvement strategies.
Superintendent Hutchison’s waiver modification application to the State is asking for 4 School Improvement Days instead of the current two.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to adjourn the meeting at 6:44 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
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