March 12, 2007

Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of the Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16, held in the Olympia Administration Office Board room, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 12, 2007 by President Laura Cremeens with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter, Leslie Schmidgall, Trena Glenn, Curt Morr, Craig Alexander; Superintendent Donald F. Hahn, Assistant Superintendent Brad Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, Olympia High School Principal Lance Thurman, Olympia North Elementary Principal Fred Shears, and Olympia South Elementary Principal Tim Sexton.

Board member Trena Glenn led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Recognition of Visitors

President Cremeens welcomed all visitors and asked them to introduce themselves.  Visitors included Olympia West Elementary principal candidate Nicole Rummel, school psychologist Patti Higgins, Peoria Journal Star reporter Holly Richrath, OEA representative Becky Stroud, Board of Education candidates Kevin Frazier, Mel Keister, Mike Humphrey and Rose Willis, community member Don Maurer, S.M. Wilson & Company construction manager representatives Amy Berg, Kort Cole, Fred Jaeckle and Gary Willie, and Benchmark Construction Manager representatives Mike Pflederer and Brittney Pflederer. 

Approval of Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the consent agenda that included:

A.
Approval of Agenda

B.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the February 12, 2007,

            Regular Board of Education meeting    

C.
Approval of Bills and Financial Reports  

D.
Approval of the 2007-2008 School Calendar as presented at the February 12, 2007 meeting  

E.
Approval of the renewal of IHSA Membership for the 2007-2008 school year  

F.
Approval of the renewal of IESA Membership for the 2007-2008 school year  

G.
Granted permission to the American Red Cross to use Olympia North Elementary, Olympia Middle School and Olympia High School as shelters in the event of disasters and/or emergencies during the 2007-2008 school year  

H.
Approval of the cancellation of the April 23, 2007 Board of Education meeting (regular May 14, 2007 Board of Education meeting falls within timeline for certification & canvassing of votes from the April 17, 2007 election)

I.
Accepted the Intent to Retire under Retirement Provision Option 1 from Cynthia Wurmnest effective at the end of the 2008-2009 school year  

J.
Employed Jessica Carson and Sean Brand (shared position/stipend) as OHS Assistant Track Coaches effective for the 2007 spring season  

K.
Employed Justin Lacefield (to share position/stipend with Tyler Haning) as OHS Assistant Baseball Coach effective for the 2007 season  

L.
Approval of Todd Wigginton as volunteer for OHS Boys’ and Girls’ Track teams  

M.
Confirmed the resignation of Jeanne Pierce as Title 1 Aide at Olympia North Elementary effective March 9, 2007  

N.
Employed the following Education Support Personnel:

1. Jeanne Pierce as Media/Technology Aide at Olympia North Elementary effective March 12, 2007  

2. Teresa DeWeese as Cook at Olympia High School effective March 2, 2007 

O.
Granted permission to OHS Senior class to take a one-day trip to Six Flags Great America Amusement Park in Gurnee, Illinois on Thursday, May 17 

Discussion.  Vote:  Alexander (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Communications

Superintendent Don Hahn and Board President Laura Cremeens congratulated Mrs. Patti Higgins for being named Illinois School Psychologist of the Year.  Mrs. Higgins, through Tri-County Special Education Association, works with the Olympia students.  President Cremeens presented Mrs. Higgins with a certificate of achievement and appreciation.

At the January 22, 2007 Board of Education meeting, the Board approved seeking qualifications for construction management to assist the District in managing its facilities’ renovation/building needs.  Two administratively-chosen firms presented their qualifications to the Board – S.M. Wilson & Company and Benchmark Construction Manager.  One of these firms will be selected and presented to the Board for final approval at the April 9, 2007 Board of Education meeting.

The receipt of a parent email questioning the necessity of 8th grade promotion was discussed.  Based on results of a survey taken in 2003 showing overwhelming support of the ceremony, the Board took no action to make any changes or to conduct a further survey but noted that the ceremony is optional.

Committee Reports

Superintendent Hahn reported that a Site Selection Committee was being formed to research and determine possible sites for the construction of a new building to house Olympia North Elementary students.   

Board member Sondra Hayes reported that she had attended the last Tri-County Executive meeting.  She shared a report with the Board that showed a considerable increase of flow-through revenue and stable assessments throughout the last few years.

Board member Steve Matter reported that he had represented the Board at the March 5, 2007 Olympia Advisory Council (OAC) meeting.  Student handbook changes were discussed and No Child Left Behind updates were shared.  The April 17, 2007 election was also discussed, a referendum update was given, and importance of informing the public to attend the Meet The Candidates night on April 3, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at the Minier Christian Church was shared. 

Board member Hayes also reported that she had attended the IASB Spring Cornbelt Division Dinner/Meeting on March 6, 2007.  During this meeting Superintendent Hahn conducted a presentation on security measures and lockdown procedures while Assistant Superintendent Brad Hutchison conducted a presentation on No Child Left Behind and continued school improvement.

Administrative Reports

Assistant Superintendent Hutchison announced that the 2006 ISAT results had been received and would be distributed with the 3rd quarter report cards.  He also announced that the State Report Card would be available online March 13, 2007.  This report will show that the District and all schools within the District did meet AYP (Annual Yearly Progress).

Mr. Hutchison also announced that the Administration was recommending the employment of Mrs. Nicole Rummel for Olympia West Elementary principal.  Mrs. Rummel was one of eight finalists and received a high rating by the entire interview team.  Mr. Hutchison commended the interview team for their involvement and their selection.

Business and Operations Manager Andrew Wise presented a list of summer projects to the Board.  Among several smaller projects listed were boiler replacement and track resurfacing.  Funded by Life Safety funds, the boiler replacement will occur, however the track resurfacing is dependent upon the passing of the referendum at the April 17, 2007 election.  

With only 3 ½ months remaining of the 2006-2007 school year, Mr. Wise reported that the District had expended approximately 67% of the budget which is an expected target amount.  He also reported that the amended 2006-2007 budget will be presented to the Board at the April 9, 2007 meeting.

Principal reports were shared.  It was noted that Mrs. Cindy Wurmnest, 5th grade teacher at Olympia North Elementary, is a certified Starlab presenter and had recently shared a Starlab portable planetarium with all students at Olympia North.

A sports medicine summary, provided by Hopedale Medical Complex, and the OHMS gate receipts/fees collected, provided by Activities Director Mike Lootens, was also shared.

Break 8:43 p.m. – 8:50 p.m.

Superintendent Hahn shared a draft of end-of-year events/dates with the Board with June 4, 2007 being a Teacher Institute day and June 5, 2007 as a shortened Report Card Day.  This calendar assumes using no further emergency days.  He also shared a proposed schedule of instructional materials and other fees for the 2007-2008 school year.  These reduced fees will be dependent upon the passing of the referendum at the April 17, 2007 election.  Both of these documents will be included as attachments with the news release on March 13, 2007.  

Superintendent Hahn presented the Board with the final changes to the student handbooks for all of the District’s buildings.  He also reaffirmed Mr. Hutchison’s recommendation and comments regarding Nicole Rummel as Olympia West Elementary principal.

Regarding the Hopedale detachment issue, Superintendent Hahn confirmed the decision of the Tazewell County Circuit Judge who ruled in favor of Olympia.  The written decision will follow soon and can be appealed for 30 days after the judge signs the written decision.  He also reported that the Referendum Committee had created sub-committees that will all be working toward informing the communities of the need to pass the referendum at the April 17, 2007 election.

Superintendent Hahn shared with the Board a sample job description of a School Resource Officer.  Such officers are contracted by county Sheriff’s departments and must meet high qualifications.  They are placed in schools to help intervene with criminal activity, assess threat levels, and to serve as role models and mentors to students.  These officers are funded under Tort expenses.  The Board agreed to proceed with the process of researching for a School Resource Officer for the Olympia district.

Superintendent Hahn provided the Board with recommendations for 2007-2008 re-employment of administrators and non-tenured certified staff.  He also provided them with recommendations for reduction in force of certified staff based on projected enrollment needs.  Also included in Superintendent Hahn’s report was the annual dismissal recommendations of non-teaching coaches/sponsors. 

Other Business

There was no other business.

Action Items

A motion was made by Leslie Schmidgall, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the bid specifications for boiler replacement. 

Discussion.  Vote:  Schmidgall (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Laura Cremeens, to approve the bid process and specifications for the resurfacing of the track, dependent upon the passage of the building bond referendum. 

Discussion.  Vote:  Alexander (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Trena Glenn, to approve the 48-month lease contract between Olympia C.U.S.D. No. 16 and IKON Office Solutions for 12 new copiers at the rate of $4,275 per month. 

Discussion.  Vote:  Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Schmidgall (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Executive Session

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Curt Morr, to meet in Executive Session at 9:20 p.m. to discuss the results of the Hopedale detachment decision by the Tazewell Circuit Judge, to discuss the employment and compensation of Olympia West Elementary Principal, to discuss Construction Manager qualifications, and to discuss re-employment of personnel, reduction in force of personnel, and dismissal of personnel.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Open Session

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Curt Morr, to reconvene open session at 10:01 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Executive Session Action Items

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Curt Morr, to re-employ the following Administrators for the 2007-2008 school year:  Lance Thurman, Ruth McCartney, Michael Lootens, Todd Dugan, Fred Shears and Timothy Sexton.

Discussion.  Vote.  Alexander (aye), Morr (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Schmidgall (aye), Glenn (aye).  Motion carried 7-0. 

A motion was made by Leslie Schmidgall, seconded by Steve Matter, to re-employ the following first year non-tenured certified staff for the 2007-2008 school year:  Lon Abrams, Mary Ahearn, Laura Baner, Jessica Carson, Matt Hurley, Stacy Kiley, Elizabeth Kirby, Matt Koeppel, Susan Mullen, Pamela Nelson, Matt Nordstrom, Jamie O’Grady, Megan Patterson, Charmaine Ringer, Connie Schroeder and Andrew Walsh.

Discussion.  Vote.  Schmidgall (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Trena Glenn, to re-employ the following second year non-tenured certified staff for the 2007-2008 school year:  Mike Haak, Denise Ludwig, Cheryl Robertson, Heather Schwarting, Jessica Sidwell, Jennifer Gillis and Stacey Tolzdorf.

Discussion.  Vote.  Cremeens (aye), Glenn (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Craig Alexander, to re-employ the following third year non-tenured certified staff for the 2007-2008 school year:  Jessica Ballard, Joel Brigham, Brandi Cooper, Carrie Copeland-Goering and Martin Morris.

Discussion.  Vote.  Matter (aye), Alexander (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Schmidgall (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0

A motion was made by Leslie Schmidgall, seconded by Laura Cremeens to re-employ the following part-time certified staff for the 2007-2008 school year:  Walt Dare, Suzanne Eppley, Bill Gaddis, Marjorie Jarand and Ginger Spencer.

Discussion.  Vote.  Schmidgall (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the reduction in time of Jane Butts from 120 days to 100 days effective for the 2007-2008 school year.

Discussion.  Vote.  Alexander (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Trena Glenn, to approve the honorable dismissal of the following non-tenured certified staff effective at the end of the 2006-2007 school year:  Susan Evens, Wendy Saylor and Stephanie Weber.

Discussion.  Vote.  Hayes (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Leslie Schmidgall, to approve the reduction in force of the following part-time certified staff effective at the end of the 2006-2007 school year:  Loretta Bachman, Candi Evans and Ted Evans.

Discussion.  Vote.  Matter (aye), Schmidgall (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Curt Morr, to approve the dismissal of the following non-teaching coaches/sponsors effective at the end of the 2006-2007 season:  Bryan Finchum, Al Toliver, Terry Melick, Al Behrens, Ron Spencer, Jim Cleary, Joel Thomas, Kendra Rollins, Keith Eimer, Mark Finchum, Tyler Haning, Roland Keiser, Darrel Shields, Fred Finchum, Katie Olson, Rachel Thomas, Sean Brand, Kristina Westerfield, Larry Sheppelman, Elizabeth McGuire, Jackie Draper, Toni Troll and Justin Lacefield.

Discussion.  Vote.  Cremeens (aye), Morr (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),

Schmidgall (aye), Glenn (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Craig Alexander, seconded by Leslie Schmidgall, to approve the dismissal of Amy Max, classroom aide at Olympia West Elementary, based on the decrease enrollment of students in the class in which she was assigned and her non-acceptance of a transfer offer to another classroom.

Discussion.  Vote.  Alexander (aye), Schmidgall (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to employ Nicole Rummel as Olympia West Elementary principal at a salary of $60,000 effective August 6, 2007.

Discussion.  Vote.  Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Schmidgall (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Alexander (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Craig Alexander, to adjourn the meeting at 10:06 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

APPROVED:




ATTEST:

______________________________
______________________________

President, Board of Education

Secretary, Board of Education

EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES

March 12, 2007

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Curt Morr, to meet in Executive

Session at 9:20 p.m. to discuss the results of the Hopedale detachment decision by the 

Tazewell Circuit Judge, to discuss the employment and compensation of Olympia West 

Elementary Principal, to discuss Construction Manager qualifications, and to discuss re-

employment of personnel, reduction in force of personnel, and dismissal of personnel.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

