November 12, 2007
Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of the Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16, held in the Olympia Administration Office Board Room, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November 12, 2007 by President Laura Cremeens with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens*, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter, Trena Glenn, Curt Morr, Kevin Frazier; Superintendent Brad K. Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, Olympia High School Principal Lance Thurman, Olympia High School Asst. Principal/Activities Director Mike Lootens, Olympia North Elementary Principal Fred Shears, and Olympia South Elementary Principal Tim Sexton.

(*Due to a conflicting event, President Cremeens left the meeting at 7:40 p.m. and returned at 8:40 p.m.) 

Board member Kevin Frazier led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Recognition of Visitors

President Cremeens welcomed all visitors and asked them to introduce themselves.  Visitors included Olympia Education Association Co-President Joan Tracy, Olympia teachers Matt Nordstrom, Cheryl Robertson, Laura Baner and Sharon Goff, Olympia High School FFA members Andy Lindgren, Morgan Ott, Michael Wheet, Matt Barling, Kaylene Freitag, Alison Correll, Samantha Yoder, Jacob Fontaine, Guy Hainline, Doug Springer, Nick Brand and Ethan Humberd, Olympia Foundation For Education representative Dee Jay Martin, BLDD Architects representative Barbara Meek, Benchmark Construction Manager Mike Pflederer, and Pantagraph reporter Joyell Collins.

Construction Report

Barbara Meek of BLDD Architects presented the Board with an animated walk-through video of the future Olympia North Elementary building which is now at 70% of the construction planning phase.  Mrs. Meek noted that it is BLDD’s intent to present a 99% phase presentation to the Board at the December 10 Board of Education meeting.

Mike Pflederer of Benchmark Construction Manager informed the Board that expenses are remaining within the original budget.  He also informed the Board that a permit from IPEA is expected to arrive in the next couple of days which will allow the beginning of the earthwork package – moving soil to prepare the site for a structure.  

Communications (part 1 of 2)
Olympia High School Agriculture teacher Matt Nordstrom and FFA members Andy Lindgren, Morgan Ott, Michael Wheet, Matt Barling, Kaylene Freitag, Alison Correll, Samantha Yoder, Jacob Fontaine, Guy Hainline, Doug Springer, Nick Brand, and Ethan Humberd shared a power-point presentation with the Board from their recent trip to the 80th National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana where nearly 55,000 students from all states gathered to learn more about the many aspects of the agricultural sciences.  Highlights of the trip included touring the city of Indianapolis, listening to keynote speaker Rick Rigsby, and attending the world’s largest career show.  During the trip, some of Olympia’s FFA members helped Red Brand Wire Company by moving used wire to a designated location.  As a result, the Olympia FFA organization will be receiving a donation from Red Brand Wire.

Approval of Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the consent agenda that included:
A.
Approval of Agenda

B.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the October 15, 2007 regular Board of Education meeting   

C.
Approval of Bills and Financial Reports 

D.
Confirmation of the following resignations:

1.   Charles Aguon – Special Education Aide w/ Noon Supervision effective 

      October 19, 2007  

2. Cheryl Renfrow – Reading Improvement Aide effective October 24, 2007

3.   Jamason Isenburg – Technology Support Specialist effective November 2, 

      2007  

4.   Margaret Davis – Bus Driver effective December 21, 2007  

5.   Kendra Wise – Teacher’s Aide effective November 2, 2007  


E.
Approval of the split of one OHS Boys’ Assistant Basketball position effective for the 2007-2008 season as follows:  


Tristin Askeland – 50% stipend, Todd Haab – 25% stipend, Kale Williams – 25% stipend

F.
Approval of the Family Medical Leave of Holly Gottschalk effective September 26, 2007 – November 23, 2007

G.
Approval of the FY2008 School Library Per Capita Grant Application  

H.
Approval of the collection of Delinquent Accounts through the services of a collection agency  

I.
Approval of the facilities usage request for an Olympia 6th Grade Boys’ Basketball team  

J.
Employment of the following Education Support Personnel:


A.   Judith Redemer – Reading Improvement Aide effective November 5, 2007   

B. Lisa Barnes – Special Education Classroom Aide with Noon Supervision  

      effective November 12, 2007
C.  Jason Talley – Technology Support Specialist effective November 26, 2007 
Discussion.  Vote.  Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (absent), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

Communications (part 2 of 2)

Dee Jay Martin of the Olympia Foundation For Education presented the annual OFFE Grant awards to the following teachers:  

Olympia North – Mary Karns $500 for partial funding of an SRA Reading Lab 

Olympia South – Laura Baner $500 for Streaming Technology in the Classroom, Cheryl Robertson $485.53 for Early Childhood/Speech Lab, Deb Martin $500 for Listening to Increase Reading Levels 

Olympia Middle School – Wendy Wade $370 for a 7th Grade Video production, Brenda Johnson & Wendy Wade $410 for an Interdisciplinary Drama project 

Olympia High School – Liz Kirby & Sharon Goff $350 for Foods and Nutrition

Mr. Martin shared with the Board that OFFE had awarded nearly $30,000 to Olympia teachers over the past 10 years.  He continued by saying these awards were typically given for supplemental or enrichment programs.  Due to the District’s budget, Mr. Martin feels that the awards have recently been used for equipment needs.  He asked the Board to consider returning the elementary days to their original length in order to allow extra minutes for supplemental and enrichment programs.
Committee Reports

Board member Carolyn Hansen reported that she had attended the first Olympia Advisory Council (OAC) meeting for the 2007-2008 school year.  She noted that she was pleased to see a high percentage in attendance and that all seemed excited and receptive of the future building/renovation plans presented by Superintendent Brad Hutchison and Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise.  Mrs. Hansen shared that during the meeting Minier MEDCO representative Brad Glenn asked for local assistance in providing information to students at the OHS Career Days – yet another way that the District and communities are working together. 

Superintendent Hutchison reported that he had been in attendance at the recent Tri-County Special Education Association Administrative meeting.  He shared that he is excited about the Tri-County sponsored Parenting Program in which Olympia parents will have an opportunity to participate.  Superintendent Hutchison also informed the Board that Tri-County is in the process of revising many of their Board policies. 

Administrative Reports

Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise provided the Board with a State budget update.  The State Budget Implementation Bill has now passed the House of Representatives, has received Senate approval, and is waiting for the Governor’s approval.  

Mr. Wise shared with the Board that the 2007 Equalized Assessed Value (EAV) is expected to increase due to an increase in farmland value and the quadrennial for residential assessments.  He also informed the Board that the levy extension for the operating funds is projected to increase by 18.2% (16.5% being attributed to the education fund increase), noting that money once going toward bond payments has been redistributed to the operating funds.  Mr. Wise explained that the total tax rate (approximately $4.83) will remain the same as the education fund is increased by $0.50 and the bond payment is reduced by $0.50.  A Truth in Taxation notice will be required as the operating funds increase more than 5%.

Mr. Wise presented the Board with Transportation Director Trent Keller’s recommendation to purchase 4 buses for the 2008-2009 school year.  He also informed the Board that the team investigating the geo-thermal well situation has advised the District to change the discharge method before losing the functionality of the wells.  The team further advised that changing the discharge will prevent further damage and prolong the life of the wells.   

Building Principals’ reports were shared, along with the OHMS Sports Medicine Summary, OHMS Fall Sports Participation, Gate Receipts & Fee Collection Summary, and the OHMS Fall Activities & Sports Summary.

Superintendent Hutchison recognized OHS Principal Lance Thurman and OMS Principal Todd Dugan, along with staff, students and parents as both OHS and OMS received an Academic Improvement Award from the Illinois State Board of Education.  These awards are given only to those schools who have shown an improvement of at least 7.5 points in state test scores in both reading and mathematics between 2005 and 2006, have shown an improvement of at least 15 points in state test scores in both reading and mathematics between 2004 and 2006, and/or have shown an upward trend in state test results.

Superintendent Hutchison informed the Board that he and some members of the Administrative team had attended a recent crisis preparedness training sponsored by the Regional Office of Education and the Illinois State Board of Education.  He noted that the District’s administrative team was in the process of revising current plans to include the latest safety information provided by the ISBE.

As a means of communicating to the public regarding Olympia’s building/renovations projects and progress, Superintendent Hutchison shared with the Board that he would like to mail a newsletter to all homes in the Olympia district twice yearly until the projects are completed.  

Superintendent Hutchison also discussed the school calendar for the next 2 school years, offering some options to help work around the projected construction.  With this in mind, 
at the December 10, 2007 Board of Education meeting, Superintendent Hutchison will be asking for approval to waive Columbus Day and Veterans’ Day and to change the format of the School Improvement days.

Superintendent Hutchison asked for Board adoption of 7 revised Board policies and suggested the Board participate in the IASB (Illinois Association of School Boards) sponsored Self-Assessment process.

The annual Triple I (IASB, IASA, IASBO) Conference will be held November 16-18 in Chicago.  Plans for this conference were briefly discussed as all Board members, some Administrators, and Superintendent’s Secretary Velma Litwiller will be attending the various workshops designated to address all areas of school interest/concern.

Other Businesss

There was no other business.

Action Items

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Trena Glenn, to approve the tentative 2007 Levy as presented by Mr. Wise with the total aggregate Levy to be $10,520,681.  The total approximate tax rate will be $4.83.

Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (absent), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the purchase of three 71-passenger buses and one 77-passenger bus for a total of $253,175.00 by Midwest Transit Equipment, Inc.

Discussion.  Vote.  Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (absent), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to adopt the revisions to Board policies 2:125, 4:180, 5:130, 5:180, 6:40, 6:235, & 7:90.
Discussion.  Vote.  Matter (aye), Hansen (aye), Cremeens (absent), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Executive Session

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Trena Glenn, to meet in Executive Session at 8:40 p.m. to discuss student discipline.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to reconvene open session at 9:08 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Action as a Result of Executive Session

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to uphold the 40% sports suspension of student #072489.
Discussion.  Vote.  Hansen (aye), Frazier (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Trena Glenn, to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

______________________________

______________________________

President, Board of Education


Secretary, Board of Education

EXECUTIVE SESSION

November 12, 2007

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Trena Glenn, to meet in Executive Session at 8:40 p.m. to discuss student discipline.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
