October 15, 2007
Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of the Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16, held in the Olympia Administration Office Board Room, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 15, 2007 by President Laura Cremeens with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Steve Matter, Trena Glenn, Curt Morr, Kevin Frazier, Carolyn Hansen; Superintendent Brad K. Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, Olympia High School Principal Lance Thurman, Olympia South Elementary Principal Tim Sexton, and Olympia West Elementary Principal Nicole Rummel.  Board member Sondra Hayes was absent.
Board member Steve Matter led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Recognition of Visitors

President Cremeens welcomed all visitors and asked them to introduce themselves.  Visitors included Olympia Transportation Director Trent Keller, Olympia North Elementary teacher Deb Sexton, McLean County Sheriff Mike Emery, Gorenz & Associates Auditor Tom Peffer, Pantagraph reporter Joyell Collins, and Olympia parents Marlene Rutherford, Aaron Erbe, Deb Wheeler, and Phyllis Biever & son Andrew.
Approval of Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Trena Glenn, to approve the consent agenda that included:

A.
Approval of Agenda

B.
Approval of Minutes (with one revision – addition of Curt Morr’s name to attendance) from the September 10, 2007 Public Budget Hearing  

C.
Approval of Minutes (with one revision – addition of Curt Morr’s name to attendance), including Executive Session, from the September 10, 2007 regular Board of Education meeting   

D.
Approval of Bills and Financial Reports  

E.
Confirmation of the following resignations:


1.   Mindy Thaxton – Bus Aide effective August 21, 2007  


2.   Charmaine Ringer – Student Supervisor effective August 21, 2007   

3.   Rosa White – Regular Classroom Aide effective at the end of the 2006-2007  

      school year  

4.   Nicole Briggs – Special Education Aide effective September 28, 2007

5.   Rodney Dale – OHS Asst. Girls’ Softball Coach effective October 3, 2007

F.
Approval of the Reduction in Force of Kendra Wise as Special Education Aide effective October 9, 2007  

G.
Employment of the following Education Support Personnel:

1.   Karla Haning – Special Education Aide/Student Supervisor effective  

      September 24, 2007  

2. Brandi Watson – Special Education Aide effective September 24, 2007 

3. Nancy Mann – Response to Intervention Aide effective September 17, 2007   

H.
Employment of the following Certified Teacher:

1.   Nancy Mann – Part-Time Pre-K Teacher effective September 17, 2007

I. 
Approval of the revised Job Description for School Bus Driver  

J.
Approval of the overnight trip for delegates of the OHS Student Council to attend the State Convention in Chicago – leaving May 8, 2008 and returning May 9, 2008 

K.
Approval of the Form of Resolution to allow Service Credit for Military Service  

Discussion.  Vote.  Hansen (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (absent),

Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

Communications

A Communications folder circulated among the Board.

McLean County Sheriff Mike Emery addressed the Board regarding a School Resource Officer (SRO) for the Olympia District.  The County has encountered a staff shortage but expects to be fully staffed by October 28.  Sheriff Emery stated that the County plans to place a SRO in the OHMS complex after thorough training.  It was noted that one of the many benefits to having a SRO in a building is that the he/she works with students, faculty/staff and parents as a police counselor.  

Tom Peffer of Gorenz & Associates presented the Board with the annual Financial Audit Report for the 2006-2007 fiscal year.  Mr. Peffer reported that Olympia was again in compliance with requirements applicable to each major program.  Mr. Peffer stated that due to expense reductions implemented during the past few years and the passage of the referendum, Olympia appears to be financially solid and commended everyone involved in helping stay within the budget and keeping accurate records.

Transportation Director Trent Keller provided the Board with the 2007-2008 Transportation Report (buses used, miles traveled, etc.) with 05-06 and 06-07 comparisons which reflected primarily no change.  Mr. Keller also reported that the transportation of 6th grade students to OMS was going smoothly.  Mr. Keller recommended a trade of four buses and a purchase of three 71-passenger buses and one 77-passenger bus with a luggage compartment.  Olympia buses are replaced according to a planned rotational schedule.

Committee Reports

Superintendent Brad Hutchison reported that he and Board Vice-President Sondra Hayes had attended the recent Tri-County Executive meeting where good audit results were revealed.  He noted that Tri-County is in the process of updating some of its policies.

Board members Steve Matter and Curt Morr reported that progress on the Olympia North construction project was quickly being made and that a Building Leadership Team was going to help assist with various aspects of interior needs.

Board President Laura Cremeens and Board member Kevin Frazier reported that the Olympia Education Association (OEA) would be meeting with OHMS Activities Director Mike Lootens to review 11 extra-curricular positions that had previously been cut. Needed positions will be presented for FY09 budgeting.

Board member Trena Glenn reported that she had been among other Olympia representatives who toured the technology departments of both ISU and Heartland.  Mrs. Glenn was enthused about the potential of partnering with these institutes.  She noted that the institute leaders advised her that students should strive to become critical thinkers and problem solvers.

Administrative Reports

Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise announced that the most recent figures showed the Equalized Assessed Valuation (EAV) with an increase of $1,804,272, the highest the EAV has been in the history of the Olympia District.

Mr. Wise addressed the issue of the geo-thermal well.  He explained that over time the re-injection of water into the well has caused a mass buildup around the well making it difficult for water to be re-injected without overflowing, in turn decreasing the flow of available water.  Mr. Wise noted that several attempts to correct this have occurred but have not been effective.  Several other options are now being considered.

Mr. Wise explained that a transfer of dollars from interest earned on the previous bond issue was needed for the Site/Construction and Operations/Maintenance funds in order for construction to begin before the $12.7 million dollars of bond money arrived.
Mr. Wise informed the Board that just prior to the meeting, he was notified that a soil boring for the future Olympia North site contained silty, sandy soil.  Due to this, planned excavation for October 17, 2007 will be delayed until further evaluation of the situation can be completed.  

Building Principals’ reports were shared, along with the OHMS Fall Sports Participation report and Sports Medicine Summary.  Board member Carolyn Hansen expressed her appreciation of the good professional development happening throughout the District.  OHS Principal Lance Thurman commented that he would like to see additional planning/development time for his staff.  Board President Cremeens noted that she was encouraged by the use of SMART boards at OMS and was also very appreciative of an anonymous donor who has agreed to purchase two additional SMART boards for OMS.

Superintendent Hutchison provided the Board with the latest District enrollment which is remaining consistent with last year’s enrollment.  He also provided the Fiscal Year 08 Federal Grant Allocations, noting that State funding will be shared once the State Budget has been approved.  Mr. Hutchison announced that the Illinois State Report Card confirms that the Olympia District is meeting or exceeding standards in all key areas.  He noted that all schools did make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) as part of the NCLB standards and that all grade levels met or exceeded state standards on the state tests.  The Illinois State Report Card is expected to be posted on the Olympia website this week.     

Other Business
In other business, Board member Glenn thanked OHS Principal Thurman for providing the Board with the 2007-2008 OHS Student Directory.

Action Items

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to approve the 2006-2007 auditor’s report as presented by Tom Peffer of Gorenz & Associates.

Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (absent),

Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Curt Morr, to approve the bid for the trade/purchase of 4 school buses as recommended by Transportation Director Trent Keller.

Discussion.  Vote.  Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (absent),

Glenn (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the transfer of existing interest in the bond and interest fund in the amount of $200,000 to the Operations and Maintenance Fund and $300,000 to the Site and Construction Fund as outlined in the 2007-2008 fiscal year budget.

Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (absent),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.
Opportunity for Public Input
Marlene Rutherford of McLean addressed the Board regarding the District’s Peanut Allergy Protocol and asked that the Board/Administration consider modeling area districts’ “Peanut Free” programs.
Executive Session

There was no Executive Session.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to adjourn the meeting at 9:43 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:
______________________________

______________________________

President, Board of Education


Secretary, Board of Education

Executive Session

October 15, 2007

There was no Executive Session.
