August 11, 2008
Call to Order and Roll Call
The Olympia Board of Education was called to order by President Laura Cremeens on August 11, 2008, 5:30 p.m., at Olympia West Elementary School for a tour of the building’s renovations and enhancements.  This was followed by an additional tour of the Olympia High/Middle School’s renovations and enhancements at 6:20 p.m.  The following Board Members and Administrators were present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter (arrived at 6:10 p.m.), Trena Glenn, Curt Morr, Kevin Frazier, Carolyn Hansen (arrived at 5:37 p.m.); Superintendent Brad Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, OHS Principal Lance Thurman, ONE Principal Fred Shears, OSE Principal Laura O’Donnell, OWE Principal Nicole Rummel.  During the tours, Benchmark Construction Management President Mike Pflederer announced that school would open as scheduled.  

Pledge of Allegiance
Regular session began at 7:15 p.m. in the Olympia Administration Office Conference Room.  Board member Curt Morr led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Recognition of Visitors

President Cremeens welcomed all visitors and asked them to introduce themselves.  Visitors included OEA Co-President Joan Tracy, OEA Representative Becky Meissner, Benchmark Construction Management Representatives Mike Pflederer and Jason White, BLDD Architects Representative Barbara Meek, Pantagraph Reporter Patti Welander, and community member Chris Durham.
Regular Session
A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to approve the Consent Agenda that included:
A.
Approval of Agenda

B.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the July 14, 2008 regular Board of Education meeting  

C.
Approval of Bills and Financial Reports      

D.
Confirmation of the Intent to Retire of Pam Stegeman effective at the end of the 2011-2012 school year pending all requirements are met  

E.
Confirmation of the resignation of Elizabeth Staudenmeier – OHS Math effective August 4, 2008 

F.
Employment of the following teaching Coaches/Sponsors effective for the 2008-2009 season:


1.   Steve McClintick – OMS Assistant Track Coach 


2.   Jennifer Weaver – OMS Literary Coach  

G.
Employment of the following Education Support Personnel:


1.   Ami Lawson – Library Media Technology Assistant at South effective August

      12, 2008  


2.   Tanya Lang – Library Media Technology Assistant at West effective August

                  12, 2008  

H.
Granted permission for the following students to attend an attendance center outside of their residence area:


1.   Emma and Alexander Kindred – to attend Olympia South Elementary   

2. Cole Huddleston – to attend Olympia West Elementary  

3. Tanner Pipp – to attend Olympia South Elementary  

I.
Granted permission for the Primetime Country Opry to use the OHS auditorium on Sunday, September 21, 2008  

J.
Employment of the following certified teachers effective August 20, 2008:


1.   Stephen McClintick – Part-time OMS Social Studies  


2.   Anita Ross – OMS Language Arts  


3.   Charmaine Ringer – OHS Special Education  

K.
Employment of the following non-teaching Coaches/Sponsors effective for the 2008-2009 seasons:


1.   Jennifer Denham – OHS Asst. Volleyball Coach (split stipend w/ Cynthia  

                  Scott)  

2. Cynthia Scott – OHS Asst. Volleyball Coach (split stipend w/ Jennifer 

      Denham)  
L.
Confirmation of the following resignations: 

1. Teresa Deweese – OHS Cook effective August 9, 2008  

2. Tanya Lang – Teacher/RtI Aide at Olympia West effective August 11, 2008  
Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Communications

LeaderShop Reprisal materials, originally distributed at the July 14, 2008 Board of Education meeting, were available in the Communication Folder.  It was noted that if anyone had any questions/comments regarding these materials, discussion would occur at the special-called August 18, 2008 Board of Education Study Session.
Committee Reports

Benchmark Construction Management President Mike Pflederer provided the Board with a monthly construction update.  Mr. Pflederer announced that even though rainfall was above average for the month of July, much work was completed.  He noted that a vast amount of work is scheduled to be completed within the next few days to ready the buildings for the start of school.

Administrative Reports

Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise announced that the new Health Benefit package was in place and that the District was able to increase benefits while keeping renewal increases to a minimum.  He also shared that the 2007-2008 audit is near completion.  Gorenz and Associates will have a full audit report at the October 20, 2008 regular Board of Education meeting.

Mr. Wise provided the Board with the tentative FY09 Budget.  He noted that the gap between revenue and expenditures should begin to close as many of the expenditures are one-time only projects.  This budget will be on public display at the Administration Office from August 12, 2008 until September 12, 2008.  A Public Budget Hearing will be held preceding the September 15, 2008 regular Board of Education meeting.

Superintendent Brad Hutchison provided the Board with Back-to-School information including opening day, Open House/Orientation, and an Olympia Advisory Council (OAC) membership update.  He also presented the Board with final revisions of 9 Board policies.

Superintendent Hutchison shared the 2008 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Status Report, a requirement of No Child Left Behind.  All sub-groups for Olympia met AYP with the exception of Olympia Middle School due to Reading of Students with Disabilities.  Superintendent Hutchison noted that other districts are experiencing the same situation, and administrators will be collaborating to improve scores.

Superintendent Hutchison provided the Board with an Intergovernmental Agreement for the services of a School Resource Officer (SRO).  McLean County Sheriff’s Department has selected possible candidates and will very soon be holding interviews with the assistance of OHS Dean of Students/Asst. Principal Ruth McCartney and OMS Principal Todd Dugan.

Superintendent Hutchison announced the implementation of the Railsplitters Wind Farm.  Out of 67 wind turbines, 36 will be located in the south-western and north-eastern portions of the Olympia District.  He noted that these turbines could generate up to $150,000 annually in extra revenue for the District.

Lastly, Superintendent Hutchison shared a request for approval from OHS Activities Director/Asst. Principal Mike Lootens and several soccer parents/players for the placement of a fence around the soccer field and a portable battery-operated scoreboard.  It is hoped that the fence will prevent future vandalism.  It was noted that through fund raising and a donation, funds for this project are already in place.  

Other Business

In other business, Superintendent Hutchison invited Board members to the New Teacher Workshop Luncheon to be held Monday, August 18, 2008 at OMS.

Action Items

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to approve the

tentative FY09 Budget and approve to place the Budget on Public Display from August

12, 2008 through September 12, 2008 with a Budget Hearing to be scheduled at 6:45 p.m.

on September 15, 2008 prior to the regular scheduled Board of Education meeting.

Discussion.  Vote.  Hayes (aye), Frazier (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve revised

Board Policies 2:105, 2:120, 4:20, 4:50, 4:55, 4:80, 4:90, 4:170, and 6:20 as presented.

Discussion.  Vote.  Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the

Intergovernmental Agreement between McLean County Sheriff’s Department and

Olympia C.U.S.D. No. 16 for the services of a School Resource Officer as presented.

Discussion.  Vote.  Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve and accept the gift of a fence and scoreboard for the Olympia Soccer Field.

Discussion – Curt Morr expressed concern regarding the appearance of a fence containing advertisement signs from the road’s view.
Vote.  Frazier (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),
Glenn (aye), Morr (Nay), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 6-1.

Opportunity for Public Input

Community member Chris Durham addressed the Board to express his thanks and appreciation on behalf of the Junior Football League (JFL) for the usage of the Olympia facilities.  Mr. Durham noted that JFL has been active for the past 25 seasons and currently has over 125 participants.

On behalf of the Primetime Country Opry, Mr. Durham also expressed thanks to the Board for facility usage for this event as well.

Lastly, Mr. Durham expressed his appreciation to the Board for the District support of his own business, Signs of Success.

Executive Session

There was no Executive Session.
Adjournment

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

______________________________

______________________________
President, Board of Education


Secretary, Board of Education
EXECUTIVE SESSION

August 11, 2008

There was no Executive Session.
