December 8, 2008
Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance
A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16, held in the Conference Room of the Olympia Administration Office, was called to order by President Laura Cremeens on December 8, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter, Trena Glenn, Curt Morr, and Kevin Frazier; Superintendent Brad Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, and Olympia North Elementary Principal Fred Shears.

Board member Carolyn Hansen was absent but participated in the meeting via phone.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Trena Glenn.

Recognition of Visitors

Board President Cremeens welcomed all visitors and asked them to introduce themselves.  Visitors included OEA Co-Presidents Margaret Bratcher and Joan Tracy; Benchmark Construction Management representatives Mike Pflederer and Jason White; BLDD Architects representative Barbara Meek; and Pantagraph reporter Patti Welander.
Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the Consent Agenda that included:
A.
Approval of Agenda

B.
Approval of Minutes, as amended, including Executive Session, from the November 10, 2008 regular Board of Education meeting  

C.
Approval of Minutes from the November 12, 2008 special-called Fall Retreat  

D.
Approval of Bills and Financial Reports  

E.
Employment of the following coaches effective for the 2008-2009 season: 

1.
Scott Gentes – OHS Assistant Wrestling Coach, splitting stipend with current OHS Assistant Wrestling Coach Josh Collins  

2.
Erin Schultz – OHS Assistant Track Coach 

F.
Approval of the following additional chaperones for the December, 2008 Marching Spartans band trip to the Liberty Bowl in Memphis, TN:  Linda Davis, Deb Martin, Tabitha Miller, and Roberta Park  

G.
Approval of Drake Fairfield as volunteer to assist OHS Head Wrestling Coach Pete Cleary effective for the 2008-2009 season  

H.
Approval of Brian Foley as volunteer to assist OHS Girls Basketball Assistant Coach Matt Hurley effective for the 2008-2009 season  
Discussion.  Vote:  Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Communications

Board members shared highlights of sessions attended at the recent Annual Joint School Board Conference.  Board members will use this information as they continue to focus on Olympia’s Mission, Vision, Values & Goals.

President Cremeens shared with the Board that she would be meeting with Superintendent Hutchison on December 15 to review and discuss possible other options for the current Superintendent’s Evaluation instrument.

Committee Reports

Mike Pflederer of Benchmark Construction Management provided the Board with the monthly construction update for the new Olympia North building.  Mr. Pflederer stated that November had been a great month for production with approximately 50% of the interior walls complete and over 50% of glass installed.

Administrative Reports

Business & Operations Manager Wise presented pictures of needed roof repairs which correlate with the District’s ongoing roofing schedule.  He also presented the Board with a proposal for furniture to be used in the new North building and throughout the District.

Building Principals’ reports were shared along with the monthly Activities Participation/Gate Receipts report.  Board member Carolyn Hansen announced that Olympia West won 1 of 2 Spirit Awards for its float in the Minier Christmas Parade.

Superintendent Brad Hutchison informed the Board that the Illinois State Board of Education will be participating in the American Diploma Project which will result in rewriting state learning standards.  He also shared with the Board copies of 3 textbooks to be used in the second semester.  Superintendent Hutchison provided the Board with a 2-year comparison of Parent/Teacher Conference results which showed a significant increase in participation at OHS.

Board members viewed a draft of the next District newsletter which will be mailed to all residents of the Olympia District in January, 2009.  It was noted that this newsletter is a valuable tool to help keep people informed about the District. 

Superintendent Hutchison asked the Board to move the location of the January, 2009 Board of Education meeting to Olympia North for the purpose of a building tour to be included in the meeting.

Other Business

Board member Steve Matter asked the Board to consider reopening the motion from the November 10, 2008 Board of Education meeting pertaining to the July, 2009 Marching Spartans Band Trip to Washington, D.C.  He also shared that band parents had consulted with Phil Anderson Insurance Agency and learned that there was a policy available through Travelers’ Insurance (also used by another school district in another state) that would cover all graduated students participating in the trip for up to $300,000 per student, liability only, for a total of $650.  Board member Carolyn Hansen stated that with this policy in place, along with the insurance coverage provided by the bus company and the parents’ own medical insurance, she thought the total coverage should be enough to allow the students to participate.  Board Vice-President Sondra Hayes expressed that she felt reopening the prior motion would have a negative impact on how the public viewed the Board and its ability to make committed decisions.  President Cremeens stated that knowledge of this available policy does not address the liability needs of the District, and that she would continue to follow the recommendations of the District attorney, District insurance company, and Superintendent Hutchison.  No action was taken regarding Mr. Matter’s request.
Action Items

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to adopt the 2008

Property Tax Levy to be collected in 2009 as presented by Business & Operations

Manager Andrew Wise and as listed by the following funds:  Education $6,661,940;

Operations & Maintenance $1,148,610; Transportation $459,444; Working Cash

$114,861; Municipal Retirement $298,639; Social Security $372,150; Health Life Safety

$114,861; Tort Immunity $677,680; Special Education $91,889; Lease/Purchase

$114,861.

Discussion.  Vote:  Matter (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Curt Morr, seconded by Laura Cremeens, to approve the request

for bid on the following roofing projects:  partial re-roof at Olympia High School,

resurfacing roof at Olympia South Elementary, and roofing repair (yet to be determined)

at the Olympia Administration Office.
Discussion:  Board member Curt Morr noted that the bids will be separated according to

project.

Vote:  Morr (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), 

Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Trena Glenn, to approve usage of

the following textbooks effective for the 2nd semester of the 2008-2009 school year:

Creating Web Pages with HTML (3rd edition), Elementary Statistics-A Step by Step

Approach (6th edition), and Adobe Dreamweaver CS3.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to approve the bid of

$47,077 made by Hendrickson Furniture for learning center furniture and cafeteria tables

at Olympia North Elementary as recommended by Business & Operations Manager

Andrew Wise.

Discussion.  Vote:  Matter (aye), Frazier (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),
Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the furniture

proposal as presented by Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise in the amount of

$207,736 which will include metaphor chairs.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Curt Morr, seconded by Laura Cremeens, to approve to move the 
location of the January 12, 2009 regular Board of Education meeting to Olympia North

Elementary where a tour of the new facility will occur.

Discussion.  Vote:  Morr (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),
Glenn (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Executive Session

There was no Executive Session.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to adjourn the meeting 

at 8:40 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Following the adjournment of the meeting, President Cremeens presented Business & 

Operations Manager Wise with a plaque honoring him for the completion of his 
doctorate.
APPROVED:





ATTEST:

______________________________

______________________________

President, Board of Education


Secretary, Board of Education

EXECUTIVE SESSION
December 8, 2008

There was no Executive Session.
