March 10, 2008

Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of the Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16, held in the Olympia Administration Office Board Room, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 10, 2008 by President Laura Cremeens with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes (arrived at 7:10 p.m.), Steve Matter, Trena Glenn, Curt Morr, Kevin Frazier and *Carolyn Hansen; Superintendent Brad K. Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, Olympia Middle School Principal Todd Dugan, Olympia North Elementary Principal Fred Shears, Olympia South Elementary Principal Tim Sexton, and Olympia West Elementary Principal Nicole Rummel.
Board member Curt Morr led the Pledge of Allegiance.

*Board member Carolyn Hansen left the meeting at 7:12 p.m. due to a conflict of schedule and returned at 8:22 p.m. 
Recognition of Visitors

President Cremeens welcomed all visitors and asked them to introduce themselves.  Visitors included OEA Co-President Joan Tracy; Olympia North Elementary student teacher Stephanie Pratt; Olympia South Elementary principal candidate Laura O’Donnell; Benchmark Construction Management representatives Mike Pflederer and Jason White; BLDD Architects representative Anita Laning; Pantagraph Reporter Joyell Collins; and Illinois Wesleyan University students Erica Needles, Genevieve Zachas, Jessica Madigan, Christy Engel, and Jen Monico.
Approval of Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the consent agenda that included:

A.
Approval of Agenda

B.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the February 6, 2008 annual Board Retreat  

C.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the February 11, 2008 regular Board of Education meeting  

D.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the February 18, 2008 special-called Board of Education meeting  

E.
Approval of Bills and Financial Reports  

F.
Confirmation of the following resignations:

1.  Courtney Walker – Special Education Aide effective March 5, 2008  

2.  Brandon Gordon – Custodian effective March 7, 2008

3.  John Figura – Certified Teacher effective at the end of the 2007-2008 school  

     year  

4.  Jessica Sidwell – Certified Teacher effective at the end of the 2007-2008

     school year  

5.  Will Wright – OHS Assistant Wrestling Coach effective March 5, 2008  

6.  Toni Troll – OHS Pom-Pon Sponsor effective at the end of the 2007-2008  

     season  

G.
Employment of the following Education Support Personnel:


1.  Lisa Kirby – Classroom Aide effective March 3, 2008  


2.  Tara Talbert – Special Education Aide effective February 28, 2008    

3. Dawn Jones – School Bus Aide effective March 10, 2008  

4. Elizabeth McGuire – Special Education Individual Aide effective March 10, 2008  

H.
Approval of the 2008-2009 School Calendar  

I.
Approval of the continued Intergovernmental Agreement between Olympia School District and Funks Grove/Mt. Hope Park District effective through June, 2010  

J.
Approval of the Joint Agreement to change the name of the Bloomington Area 

Vocational Center to the Bloomington Area Career Center  

K.
Approval of the Intent to Retire of Fred Shears under contract agreement option 4 

pending all qualifications are met, effective at the end of the 2011-2012 school year  

L.
Approval of a Senior Class Trip to Six Flags Great America Amusement Park in Gurnee, Illinois on May 15, 2008
M.
Employment of Steve McClintick as OMS Assistant Track Coach effective for the 2007-2008 season  
Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (absent),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

Communications

A communications folder circulated around the table.  The folder included a report to the 

Illinois General Assembly from the Illinois School Leader Task Force in which 

Superintendent Brad Hutchison serves as a member.  The Task Force consists of 27 of the 

state’s most knowledgeable and influential educational leaders who examine Illinois data 

and existing research regarding the impact of school leadership on student learning.  The 

Task Force uses this information to provide direction for strengthening school leadership 

and improving student learning.
Committee Reports

Benchmark Construction Management representative Mike Pflederer provided the Board 

with a monthly construction/renovation update which included information regarding 

bids for asbestos abatement and flooring.  Mr. Pflederer announced that he is still waiting 

for a break in the weather before proceeding with the major dirt excavation at the new 

Olympia North site.

Board member Trena Glenn joined Superintendent Brad Hutchison 

in a report from the Administrative Education/Technology Sub Committee.  Mrs. Glenn 

informed the Board that a discussion had occurred regarding an Early Bird P.E. program. 

She noted that this program would be especially beneficial to athletic students who were 

trying to achieve their P.E. credits along with participating in activities.  Mrs. Glenn also

shared that the tentative 2008-2009 master schedule for OMS incorporated a 4-week 

Keyboarding course into Language Arts.  She noted that on this tentative schedule, 7th & 

8th grade Band/Chorus time would occur opposite Homebase in order to allow students to 

participate in encore offerings.   

Superintendent Hutchison, along with Board member Sondra Hayes, reported that Response to Intervention updates were shared at the recent Tri-County Executive Review Meeting.  Mr. Hutchison noted that Olympia needs to have its RtI plan in place by the 2008-2009 school year.  Mr. Hutchison also shared that Olympia’s use of the Solo software was discussed.  Olympia is using this software as a means of enhancing student learning.

The semi-annual Corn Belt Division Dinner/Conference was held Thursday, March 6, 2008 at the Heyworth High School.  Those who attended were Board members Steve Matter, Sondra Hayes and Trena Glenn; Superintendent Hutchison and Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise.  Mr. Matter reported that all in attendance appreciated a tour of the facility.  He also reported that representatives of the Illinois Association of School Boards provided them with the latest IASB updates.

Board President Laura Cremeens, Superintendent Hutchison and Business & Operations Manager Wise reported that they had attended the recent Olympia Advisory Council (OAC) meeting where Mr. Hutchison provided the Council with a look at the 10 x 2010/11 plan – sharing the achievements and reviewing the goals yet to be met.  It was reported that during the OAC meeting, OMS Principal Todd Dugan and Olympia West Principal Nicole Rummel assisted Mr. Hutchison in an update of the Illinois Interactive Report Card, the No Child Left Behind program, and the DIBELS program.  Also during the meeting, Mr. Hutchison provided the Council with the process followed in interviewing for the Olympia South Principal position.

Administrative Reports

Business & Operations Manager Wise provided bid information for asbestos work needed to prepare the Olympia South and West buildings for air conditioning and for an updated camera system to improve security.  He also informed the Board that at the April Board meeting he will be recommending a new fee collection schedule/service that will help collect outstanding fees.  Mr. Wise also informed the Board that at the April Board meeting he will be recommending a salary schedule for the Education Support Personnel that will make Olympia’s ESP salaries comparable to those of other local school districts.  Mr. Wise informed the Board that the District has expended approximately 64% of budgeted expenditures for the 2007-2008 school year.  Mr. Wise continued by stating that due to decreases in corporate personal property tax and revenue from investments, along with pro-rations in state funds, actual revenue received may fall short of budgeted revenue.

Building Principals’ reports were shared, along with February’s Sports Medicine Summary and a report of the Gate Receipts/Fees Collected.

Superintendent Hutchison announced his recommendation for the 2008-2009 Olympia South Elementary Principal position which will be effective upon the retirement of current Principal Tim Sexton.  Principal candidate Laura O’Donnell was present to express her appreciation to the Board for the nomination.  Mr. Hutchison also informed the Board that the McLean County Sheriff’s Department has confirmed that they are ready to place a School Resource Officer at the OHMS complex for the 2008-2009 school year.  Mr. Hutchison explained the annual process of re-employing non-tenured certified teachers and dismissing (by reduction in force) non-tenured certified teachers and non-teaching coaches/sponsors.  He also provided the Board with a tentative schedule of end-of-year dates/events.  Mr. Hutchison shared information with the Board regarding the construction of Tazewell/Logan County’s first commercial wind farm.

Other Business

There was no other business.

Action Items

A motion was made by Curt Morr, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to award a contract for 

Bid Package #8 (Flooring) to Central Illinois Flooring for the base bid amount of 

$152,942.00.  
Discussion.  Vote.  Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Hansen (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Curt Morr, to award a contract for 

Asbestos Removal to Champion Environmental Services for the base bid amount of $109,000.00.
Discussion.  Vote.  Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the installation of an OHMS Security Camera System by DM Mattson at a cost of $15,896.00.

Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Executive Session 1

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to meet in Executive Session at 8:15 p.m. to discuss student discipline.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to reconvene open session at 8:30 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Actions as a Result of Executive Session 1

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the suspension of student #032090 from Olympia High School for the period of 3 days.

Discussion.  Vote.  Hansen (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.
A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to approve the expulsion of student #020590 from Olympia High School for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year and the entire 2008-2009 school year and to enroll said student into Bloomington’s SAVE program.

Discussion.  Vote.  Matter (aye), Frazier (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Executive Session 2

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Trena Glenn, to meet in Executive Session at 8:33 p.m. to discuss employment of administration, re-employment of administration, re-employment of personnel, reduction in force of personnel, and dismissal of personnel.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

A motion was made by Trena Glenn, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to reconvene open session at 9:55 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Actions as a Result of Executive Session 2

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to re-employ the following Administrators for the 2008-2009 school year:  Lance Thurman, Ruth McCartney, Michael Lootens, Todd Dugan, Fred Shears and Nicole Rummel.
Discussion.  Vote.  Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to re-employ the following Directors for the 2008-2009 school year:  Trent Keller, Mary Idleman and Scott Powers.

Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to re-employ the following first-year non-tenured certified teacher for the 2008-2009 school year:  Erin Schultz.

Discussion.  Vote.  Hansen (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to re-employ the 

following second-year non-tenured certified teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:  

Debbie Aurelius-Muir, Constance Boznos, Michelle Bradshaw, Natalie Cahill, Amanda 

Davison, Stacy Goeke, Lance Hawkins, Beth Hendricks, Majorie Jarand, Jordan Lutes, 

Cari Oester, Dee Dee Stine, Gerry Thornton, Jennifer Weaver and Amity Westphalen.

Discussion.  Vote.  Hansen (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Trena Glenn, to re-employ the 

following third-year non-tenured certified teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:  Lon 

Abrams, Laura Baner, Jessica Carson, Matt Hurley, Stacy Kiley, Liz Kirby, Matt

Koeppel, Susan Mullen, Pamela Nelson, Matt Norstrom, Jamie O’Grady, Connie 

Schroeder, Ginger Spencer and Andrew Walsh.

Discussion.  Vote.  Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Laura Cremeens, to re-employ the 

following fourth-year non-certified teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:  Brandi 

Cooper, Jennifer Gillis, Stacey Green, Mike Haak, Denise Ludwig, Megan Patterson, 

Cheryl Robertson and Heather Schwarting.

Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to re-employ the 

following part-time certified teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:  Jane Butts, Walt 

Dare, Suzanne Eppley and Bill Gaddis.

Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the 

Reduction in Force of the following non-tenured certified teachers effective at the end of 

the 2007-2008 school year:  Loretta Bachman, Holly Cross, Ted Evans, Rachel Lewis, 

Nancy Mann, Stephen McClintick, Stefanie Pool, Kimberly Rein, Charmaine Ringer and 

Anita Ross.

Discussion.  Vote.  Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to employ Laura 

O’Donnell as Principal of Olympia South Elementary at a salary of $65,000 effective 

August 6, 2008.

Discussion.  Vote.  Frazier (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the 

Honorary Dismissal of the following non-teaching coaches/sponsors effective at the end 

of the 2007-2008 season:  T.J. Askeland, Sean Brand, Josh Champion, Markie Crismon, 

Jim Cleary, Josh Collins, Jackie Draper, Fred Finchum, Mark Finchum, Todd Haab, 

Tyler Haning, Danielle Hoff, Justin Lacefield, Sarah Lyle, Casey Miller, Tabitha Miller, 

Justin Oertle, Kendra Rollins, Larry Sheppelman, Darrel Shields, Deanna Tackett, 

Kristina Westerfield and Kale Williams.

Discussion.  Vote.  Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to approve the date 

of Tuesday, March 18, 2008 at 3:30 p.m. for a special Executive Session Board of 

Education meeting to discuss student discipline.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to adjourn the meeting 

at 10:01 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
APPROVED:





ATTEST:
______________________________

______________________________
President, Board of Education


Secretary, Board of Education
EXECUTIVE SESSION
3-10-08
The Board met in 2 separate Executive Sessions.  The first session was to discuss student 

discipline, with the second session being to discuss employment of Administration, re-

employment of Administration, re-employment of personnel, reduction in force of 

personnel, and dismissal of personnel.

The following actions were taken as a result of Executive Session 1:

A.
Approved the suspension of student #032090 from Olympia High School for the period of 3 days.

B.
Approved the expulsion of student #020590 from Olympia High School for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year and the entire 2008-2009 school year and to enroll said student into Bloomington’s SAVE program

The following actions were taken as a result of Executive Session 2:

A.
Approved the date of Tuesday, March 18, 2008 at 3:30 p.m. for a special Executive Session Board of Education meeting to discuss student discipline

B.
Re-employed the following Administrators for the 2008-2009 school year:  Lance Thurman, Ruth McCartney, Michael Lootens, Todd Dugan, Fred Shears and Nicole Rummel

C.
Employed Laura O’Donnell as Principal of Olympia South Elementary effective August 4, 2008

D. 
Re-employed the following Directors for the 2008-2009 school year:  Trent Keller, Mary Idleman and Scott Powers

E.
Re-employed the following first-year non-tenured certified teacher for the 2008-2009 school year:  Erin Schultz

F.
Re-employed the following second-year non-tenured certified teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:  Debbie Aurelius-Muir, Constance Boznos, Michelle Bradshaw, Natalie Cahill, Amanda Davison, Stacy Goeke, Lance Hawkins, Beth Hendricks, Majorie Jarand, Jordan Lutes, Cari Oester, Dee Dee Stine, Gerry Thornton, Jennifer Weaver and Amity Westphalen

G.
Re-employed the following third-year non-tenured certified teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:  Lon Abrams, Laura Baner, Jessica Carson, Matt Hurley, Stacy Kiley, Liz Kirby, Matt Koeppel, Susan Mullen, Pamela Nelson, Matt Norstrom, Jamie O’Grady, Connie Schroeder, Ginger Spencer and Andrew Walsh

H.
Re-employed the following fourth-year non-certified teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:  Brandi Cooper, Jennifer Gillis, Stacey Green, Mike Haak, Denise Ludwig, Megan Patterson, Cheryl Robertson and Heather Schwarting

I.
Re-employed the following part-time certified teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:  Jane Butts, Walt Dare, Suzanne Eppley and Bill Gaddis
J.
Approved the Reduction in Force of the following non-tenured certified teachers effective at the end of the 2007-2008 school year:  Loretta Bachman, Holly Cross, Ted Evans, Rachel Lewis, Nancy Mann, Stephen McClintick, Stefanie Pool, Kimberly Rein, Charmaine Ringer and Anita Ross

K.
Approved the Honorary Dismissal of the following non-teaching coaches/sponsors effective at the end of the 2007-2008 season:  T.J. Askeland, Sean Brand, Josh Champion, Markie Crismon, Jim Cleary, Josh Collins, Jackie Draper, Fred Finchum, Mark Finchum, Todd Haab, Tyler Haning, Danielle Hoff, Justin Lacefield, Sarah Lyle, Casey Miller, Tabitha Miller, Justin Oertle, Kendra Rollins, Larry Sheppelman, Darrel Shields, Deanna Tackett, Kristina Westerfield and Kale Williams

