December 14, 2009
Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance
A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16, held in the Conference Room of the Olympia Administration Office, was called to order by President Laura Cremeens on Monday, December 14, 2009 at 6:56 p.m. with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Steve Matter, Trena Glenn, Kevin Frazier, Carolyn Hansen, and Michael Turner; Superintendent Brad K. Hutchison; Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise; Olympia High School Principal Lance Thurman and Olympia West Elementary Principal Nicole Rummel.
Board member Doug Maris was absent.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Kevin Frazier.

Recognition of Visitors

President Cremeens welcomed all visitors and asked them to introduce themselves.  Visitors included OEA Co-Presidents Margaret Bratcher and Joan Tracy, Olympia teacher Deb Martin, Ameresco representative Scott Engstrom, Benchmark Construction Management representative Mike Pflederer, Pantagraph Reporter Patti Welander, and community member Dale Gravelle.
Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the Consent Agenda that included:
A.
Approval of Agenda  

B.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the November 9, 2009 regular Board of Education meeting    
C.
Approval of Bills and Financial Reports  

D.
Employment of the following Education Support Personnel:

1.  
Taylor Hutchcraft – Special Education Aide effective November 23, 2009  

2.
Stacy Schmidgall – Special Education Aide effective December 1, 2009  

3.
Dana Hurley – Special Education Individual Aide effective January 5, 2010 
E.
Approval of a Leave of Absence for Wendy Wood effective November 30, 2009 through January 4, 2010  

F.
Approval to appoint Brad Hutchison, Andrew Wise, and Velma Litwiller as FOIA Officers for Olympia C.U.S.D. No. 16

G.
Approval of the following volunteer personnel:

1.  
Craig Kassabaum – OHS Wrestling  


2.
Tom Garriott – OHS Boys’ Basketball  


3.
Scott Cheeseman – OMS Wrestling  

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Glenn (aye),

Frazier (aye), Maris (absent), Turner (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

Communications

Board members shared highlights/information from workshops attended at the Annual Joint Conference in Chicago on November 20-22.

Scott Engstrom of Ameresco provided the Board with an update of the District’s current wind study.  Mr. Engstrom reported that at this time the average wind speed is 4.93 meters which falls right in line with, if not a little higher than, other areas using turbines.  He also supplied information regarding grants which would help to fund the turbines and noted that in time the energy savings would pay for the costs.  Superintendent Brad Hutchison informed the Board that the District will continue to aggressively seek grants designed to assist with the cost associated with the wind turbine installation.
Committee Reports

Mike Pflederer of Benchmark Construction Management announced to the Board that all contracts have been reduced to 5% retainage or paid in full.  Mr. Pflederer noted that he will continue to work on any issues that might arise until resolved.

Board members Carolyn Hansen and Trena Glenn provided the Board with an update from the Administrative Education/Technology Committee which included a look at a new Drivers Education textbook.  Mrs. Hansen noted that she was pleased with the revised Science curriculum which will be designed to align with the Pre-K through age 20 state curriculum with the intent of blending the information into basic college curriculum.  
Administrative Reports

Dr. Wise announced that the District has still not received their first and second quarter state categorical payments or federal payments in several revenue accounts.  If state and federal revenue is not received by Spring, 2010, this could result in a request for a working cash transfer. Dr. Wise noted that aside from the lack of state and federal revenue, all other District revenue and expenditures are “right on track” as planned.

Building principals’ reports were shared.  OHS Principal Lance Thurman shared a power-point presentation outlining a possible pilot program that would allow more collaboration time through a periodic late-start schedule at OHS.  The late-start schedule would provide 70 minutes of uninterrupted collaboration time, 6 times a year with the specific focus on improving student learning.  Mr. Thurman noted that he and the teachers would be accountable throughout this pilot program.

Superintendent Hutchison provided the Board with a Fall Parent/Teacher Conference report.  While parent participation remains at a high percentage at the elementary level, principals at OHS and OMS will continue to encourage parent attendance.  Superintendent Hutchison also shared a look at the next District Newsletter which is scheduled to be mailed to all members of the Olympia communities within the next few weeks. 

Superintendent Hutchison reviewed with the Board numerous Board policy revisions which are suggested and/or required of the Illinois Association of School Boards.

Other Business

In other business Board President Cremeens read a letter of appreciation from the Illinois Association of School Administrators for the District’s support of Superintendent Hutchison as he serves in the role of IASA Region President for the 2009-2010 school year.  Mr. Hutchison was presented a certificate of acknowledgement and appreciation. 

Action Items

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Michael Turner, to adopt the 2009

Property Tax Levy to be collected in 2010 as presented by Business & Operations
Manager Andrew Wise and as listed by the following funds:  $6,935,488 Education;

$1,195,774 Operations & Maintenance; $478,310 Transportation; $119,577 Working

Cash; $334,817 Municipal Retirement; $413,738 Social Security; $119,577 Fire

Prevention & Safety; $693,549 Tort Immunity; $95,662 Special Education; $119,577

Leasing.

Discussion.  Vote:  Frazier (aye), Turner (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye), 

Glenn (aye) Hansen (aye) Maris (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.
A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to set Tuesday,

January 26, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. as the date/time for the Winter Board Work Session to be

held in the Conference Room of the Olympia Administration Office.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Frazier (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Maris (absent), Turner (aye).  Motion carried 6-0.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no Public Input.

Executive Session

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Trena Glenn, to meet in Executive Session at 9:20 p.m. to discuss student discipline and the negotiated contract agreement between Olympia Education Association and the Olympia Board of Education.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to reconvene open session at 10:04 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Actions as a Result of Executive Session

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Michael Turner, to approve the expulsion of student #060394 from Olympia High School effective through the first semester of the 2010-2011 school year, including all events/activities, and to enroll same student into the Bloomington SAVE Program.
Discussion.  Vote:  Frazier (aye), Turner (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Hansen (aye), Maris (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Trena Glenn, to approve the amended Letter of Understanding between the OEA and Board of Education as presented by Superintendent Hutchison.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Frazier (aye), Maris (absent), Turner (nay).  Motion carried 5-1.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Michael Turner, seconded by Steve Matter, to adjourn the meeting at 10:06 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
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