Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16 NEWS RELEASE – June 9, 2009

By Velma Litwiller

The Olympia Board of Education was called to order at 6:45 p.m. on Monday, June 8, 2009 in the Conference Room of the Olympia Administration Office for a Public Budget Hearing to review the final FY09 Amended Budget.

Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise commended building Principals and their faculty/staff members for their part in maintaining the FY09 expenditures which ended slightly under the budgeted amounts.  Dr. Wise noted that the FY09 has been a financial struggle due to the lack of State and Federal payments.
Following the Budget Hearing at 7:00 p.m., the Board was again called to order for its regular scheduled meeting where the following actions were taken:

A.
Approved Agenda

B.
Approved Minutes from the May 4, 2009 special-called Board of Education meeting  

C.
Approved Minutes from the May 7, 2009 special-called Executive Session Board of Education meeting  

D.
Approved Minutes, including Executive Session, from the regular May 11, 2009 Board of Education meeting    
E.
Approved Bills and Financial Reports  
F.
Confirmed the following resignations:


1.   Julie Burt – RtI Aide, Office Assistant, & Student Supervisor at Olympia 


      West effective May 22, 2009  
2. Megan Patterson – 1st Grade Teacher at Olympia West effective June 30, 2009  

3.   Mike Haak – OHS Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer Coach effective at the end of the 

      2008-2009 season 
4.   Ted Evans – Reading Improvement Aide, Student Supervisor, and Part-Time 

      Physical Education Teacher at Olympia North effective at the end of the 2008- 

      2009 school year  
5.   Ted Evans – OMS Assistant Track Coach effective at the end of the 2008-  

      2009 school year  
6.   Lon Abrams – OMS Scholastic Bowl Sponsor (split stipend w/ Rebecca 

      Meissner) effective at the end of the 2008-2009 school year  
7.   Matt Hurley – OHS Girls’ Assistant Basketball Coach effective at the end of 

      the 2008-2009 school year  
G.
Employed Rebecca Meissner as OMS Scholastic Bowl Sponsor (full stipend) 


effective for the 2009-2010 school year  
H. 
Employed Tasha Troha – Special Education Teacher at Olympia South effective    

 
August 20, 2009  
I.
Approved the following Head Teachers/Department Chairs effective for the 2009-      2010 school year:


1.   Teresa Steffen – Olympia North Head Teacher 

2.   Jody Spratt & Jayne Kindred (split stipend) – Olympia South Head Teachers   


3.   Rodney Dale – Olympia West Head Teacher  

4.   Tami Geurts – OMS Head Teacher  

5.   Debbie Brown – OHS Business/Vocational Education Chair  

6.   Traci Manning – OHS Fine Arts Chair 

7.   Suzanne Eppley – OHS Guidance Chair  

8.   Paul Seline – OHS Language Arts Chair  

9.   Sara Kleinschmidt – OHS Math Chair  

10. Mike Neisler – OHS Physical Education Chair  

11. Chris Embry-Mohr – OHS Science Chair  

12. Lisa Castleman – OHS Social Studies Chair  

13. Cari Hieronymus – OHS Special Education Chair  
J.
Approved the publication of Prevailing Wages in conjunction with the Regional Office of Education  
K.
Approved the Bread bid from Sara Lee Bakery in the amounts presented effective for the 2009-2010 school year  
L.
Approved the early graduation of the following OHS students effective at the end of the first semester – December, 2009:  Emilee Mohr, Tabitha Goembel, and Britney Schmidgall  
M.
Approved the Olympia Cross Country Retreat trip to Rock Cut State Park in Rockford, Illinois, July 21-23  
N.
Approved the facility usage of OHS for the Glassmen from Toledo, Ohio to practice while attending the Drum Corps International Central Illinois Showcase at ISU on Friday, June 26, 2009  
Mike Pflederer of Benchmark Construction Management announced that the new Olympia North Elementary building remains on schedule which will allow Olympia to take possession on July 6, 2009.  Demolition of the old Olympia North building is expected to begin later this week.
Board member Trena Glenn and Superintendent Brad Hutchison reported that the Tri-County Special Education Association, which serves 11 school districts, is currently reviewing an outline/vision for the upcoming school year which includes maintaining a budget consistent with the economy.
Dr. Wise announced that the Olympia District will again be included in a Regional Office of Education publication stating that the District approved a resolution to abide by fair labor practices by paying at or above minimum wages.
Dr. Wise also provided the Board with the tentative FY10 Working Budget.  He noted that the budget will be updated throughout the summer as information is released regarding State and Federal funds.
Building Principals’ reports were shared.  Olympia High School Administration/faculty are reviewing current ACT scores as they focus on ways to continue score improvement.  Olympia Middle School reported a remarkable growth in Reading and Math assessment scores.  Elementary teachers shared their excitement in learning to use the new interactive ENO boards which will be introduced during the 2009-2010 school year.
OHMS Assistant Principal/Activities Director Mike Lootens provided the Board with the final Corn Belt Conference standings which shows Olympia finishing in 4th place.  He also provided the final Admission and Tournament Revenue Report, an OMS Athletic Participation Comparison Report, and an OHMS Activities Summary for the 2008-2009 school year.  To view the Activities Summary, access the following link:
http://www.olympia.org/vnews/display.v/ART/2009/06/09/4a2e7ad2e2a93
Superintendent Hutchison shared a draft copy of the next Olympia Newsletter which is a bi-annual publication mailed to all residents in the Olympia area.  This newsletter is expected to be mailed later this month and will include highlights from the end of the 2008-2009 school year.  Superintendent Hutchison shared a technology grant opportunity with the Board and also reminded them of upcoming events including the next Strategic Planning Session where participants will continue to revise the District’s Vision and Value statements.  Superintendent Hutchison and Board members discussed presenting a Position Statement to the Illinois Association of School Boards regarding funding for public schools other than personal property taxes. 
Superintendent Hutchison provided the Board with a vivid picture of the State Budget Crisis sharing with them information received earlier that day.  Last week, the Governor’s office announced a deficit for the next fiscal year of $1.5 billion in addition to the average 50% cuts to State services.  Without an increase in revenue and as a result of legislators’ approval of the appropriation bills, the deficit has now grown to $1.7 billion.  Superintendent Hutchison advised that not only could this mean devastating cuts in State services and personnel, but cuts in the public schools as well.  The inability of the State to provide adequate school funding could result in the elimination of Pre-K programs effective for the upcoming 2009-2010 school year.  Governor Quinn is calling for a re-vote regarding the Budget Implementation Bill and Superintendent Hutchison informed the Board that he had contacted our State Representatives and Senators in support of adequate school funding.  
In separate motions, the following actions were taken:

A.
Adopted the final FY09 Amended Budget as presented by Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise at a Public Budget Hearing held prior to this meeting
B.
Approved the FY10 Tentative Working Budget as presented by Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise

C.
Agreed to pursue the IASB platform Position Statement regarding the creation of a task force for funding models
D.
Approved the transfer of $35,000.00 from Working Cash accumulated interest to Operations & Maintenance

The Board met in Executive Session to discuss student discipline and litigation.  The following action was taken as a result of the Executive Session:

A.
Approved the expulsion of student #123193 from Olympia High School for the remainder of the 2008-2009 school year including all school-sponsored activities/events

Adjournment was at 9:55 p.m.
