March 9, 2009
Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16, held in the Conference Room of the Olympia Administration Office, was called to order by President Laura Cremeens on March 9, 2009 at 7:02 p.m. with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter, Curt Morr, and Carolyn Hansen; Superintendent Brad Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, Olympia High School Principal Lance Thurman, Olympia North Elementary Principal Fred Shears, and Olympia High School Assistant Principal/Activities Director Mike Lootens.
Board member Kevin Frazier attended the meeting via phone.  Board member Trena Glenn was absent.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Sondra Hayes.

Recognition of Visitors

Board President Cremeens welcomed all visitors and asked them to introduce themselves.  Visitors included OEA Co-President Joan Tracy, Olympia teacher Jayne Kindred, Olympia ESP Kathy Kendrick, Benchmark Construction Management representative Jason White, and BLDD Architects representative Barbara Meek.

Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the consent agenda that included:
A.
Approval of Agenda

B.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the February 9, 2009 regular Board of Education meeting  

C.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the February 18, 2009 special-called Board of Education Winter Retreat Follow-Up  

D.
Approval of Minutes from the February 26, 2009 special-called Executive Session meeting  

E.
Approval of Bills and Financial Reports  

F.
Confirmation of the following resignations:


1.  Lindsay Carter – RtI Aide effective February 17, 2009  


2.  Lindsay Carter – Pre-K Teacher effective June 3, 2009  

3.  Rachel Lewis – Pre-K Teacher effective June 3, 2009  

4.  Jordan Lutes – Kindergarten Teacher and OMS 7th Grade Boys’ Basketball 

                 Coach effective June 3, 2009  
G.
Employment of Ted Evans – OMS Assistant Track Coach effective for the 2008-2009 season  

H.
Employment of the following Certified Teachers:


1.  Sarah Alberts – Early Childhood Education Teacher effective August 20, 2009 


2.  Jillian Marx – Primary Multiply Impaired Teacher effective August 20, 2009     
I.
Approval of the 2009-2010 Handbook Changes  
J.
Approval of the Basketball Officials Pay Schedule effective for the 2009-2010 school year 

K.
Approval of the OHMS Chorus/Band Fundraiser with Gourmet’s Delight Co. to run March 10-19  

L.
Approval of the OHS Track Overnight Trip to the Invitational Meet in Centralia, IL on April 17 & 18  

M.
Approval of the 2009-2010 School Calendar  

N.
Approval of the following Volunteer OHS Assistant Coaches:  Darrel Dubree – OHS Softball, Brian Foley – OHS Baseball, and Ryan Kendrick – OHS Baseball   
Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

Communications

A communications folder circulated around the table.

Committee Reports

Jason White of Benchmark Construction Management provided the Board with the monthly construction update regarding the new Olympia North building.  The project is now approximately 81% complete with some areas being ahead of schedule.

Superintendent Brad Hutchison reported that the March 2, 2009 meeting of the Olympia Advisory Council (OAC) had been held at Olympia North where all attendees enjoyed a tour of the new building. 

Superintendent Hutchison also shared that during the February 19, 2009 meeting of the Olympia Education Association (OEA), Meet The Candidates night, to be held March 30, 2009, 7:00 p.m. at the Minier Christian Church, and the upcoming Consortium for Education Change (CEC) audit were discussed.

Superintendent Hutchison was among those who attended the March 5, 2009 Illinois Association of School Boards annual Spring Dinner/Conference hosted by Paxton-Buckley-Loda CUSD No. 10.  Superintendent Hutchison reported that Board Member Training was one of the topics covered.  He noted that Olympia does provide training for incoming Board members and will continue to provide new training tools throughout the year.  Other Olympia Board members who attended this dinner/conference were Trena Glenn, Kevin Frazier, and Carolyn Hansen.  Mrs. Hansen extended her appreciation of the host school’s Jr. High Show Choir which provided entertainment for the evening. 
Administrative Reports

Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise reported that the delay in State and Federal payments continues.  He noted that Olympia has received less than half of its projected revenue from State and Federal sources.  On a more positive note, Dr. Wise reported that with 2/3 of the fiscal year being complete, the District has expended approximately 66% of its budgeted expenditures, thus the District is on target to complete the year within budget.

Dr. Wise shared the recommended OHS Student/Parent Handbook changes which included a revision of attendance language and the addition of information pertaining to the School Resource Officer.  He also commended Board members for their work on the Administrative Sub-Committees.

Building reports were shared.  It was noted that the OMS Family Fun Night, which served as a benefit for OMS student Sorcha Roberts who is receiving treatment for bone cancer, was a success.

OHS Assistant Principal/Activities Director Mike Lootens presented the Board with an offer from the Olympia Progressive Baseball Association to fund 50% of the cost for a new scoreboard for the OHS baseball diamond.  Mr. Lootens noted that the remaining cost would be funded by the Baseball Activity Account.

Superintendent Hutchison recommended approval of the math curriculum revision effective for the 2009-2010 school year.  He also shared a calendar draft of Board-related action items which will serve as a reminder of events for current Board members and a training tool for incoming Board members.  Superintendent Hutchison announced that a grant had been approved (Phase 1) which will provide 75% of the funding needed to conduct a wind turbine feasibility study.  He noted that requirements for Phase 2 are being completed.

Superintendent Hutchison and Board member Steve Matter asked the Board to consider hosting the annual Illinois Association of School Boards Spring Dinner/Conference in March, 2010 at Olympia North Elementary, noting the opportunity to share the new building with other districts.  Superintendent Hutchison also recommended a date, time, and location for the Olympia Board of Education Spring Retreat where work of the revision of the District’s Mission, Vision, Values, & Goals will continue. 

Other Business

There was no other business.

Action Items
A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Curt Morr, to approve the contract with Otto Baum in the amount of $700,000 for site work service at Olympia North Elementary School.

Discussion.  Vote:  Frazier (aye), Morr (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Hansen (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the

date/time of Wednesday, April 22, 2009 at 6:00 p.m., to be held in the Conference Room of the Olympia Administration Office, for the Board of Education Spring Retreat where participants will be continuing their work on the revision of the District’s Mission, Vision, Values & Goals. 

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Laura Cremeens, to approve the Math curriculum revision as presented.
Discussion.  Vote:  Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye), Morr (aye),

Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to approve the Illinois Clean Energy Grant Application and funding by the District not to exceed $11,800 as presented by Superintendent Hutchison.

Discussion.  Vote:  Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to accept a gift from the Olympia Progressive Baseball Association to be used toward the purchase of a new scoreboard for the OHS Baseball Diamond.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Morr (aye),

Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Executive Session

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to meet in Executive Session at 8:25 p.m. to discuss employment/reduction in force/honorary dismissal of personnel, Administrators/Directors salaries, and Education Support Personnel salaries.
Motion carried by unanimous vote.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to reconvene open session at 8:58 p.m.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Actions as a Result of Executive Session

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to re-employ and approve the salaries/contracts of the following Administrators for the 2009-2010 school year:  Brad Hutchison, Andrew Wise, Lance Thurman, Ruth McCartney, Michael Lootens, Fred Shears, Nicole Rummel and Laura O’Donnell.

Discussion.  Vote:  Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to extend the contract of Superintendent Brad Hutchison through the 2012-2013 school year.

Discussion:  Curt Morr noted that a 4-year contract does not benefit the Olympia District in any way.  He stated, “As a Board, we lose any leverage regarding expenses, staffing, or changes we would like to see made.”  He also expressed that the annual evaluation, goals, etc., could become less meaningful with a contract already locked in place, and perhaps this would set a precedence for future incoming superintendents.

Kevin Frazier noted that the District teachers can choose a retirement year, if qualified, which locks in higher increase percentages than Superintendent Hutchison is requesting.

Laura Cremeens reminded everyone that this had been discussed at the February 9, 2009 meeting and that everyone had seemed comfortable with the contract percentages at that time.
Vote:  Matter (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Morr (nay), 

Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 5-1.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to re-employ and approve the salaries/contracts of the following Directors for the 2009-2010 school year:  Trent Keller, Mary Idleman, and Scott Powers.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Hayes (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the 2009-2010 ESP Salary recommendations as presented by Superintendent Hutchison.

Discussion.  Vote:  Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Morr (aye),

Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Curt Morr, to re-employ the following second-year non-tenured certified teachers for the 2009-2010 school year:  Megan Barker, Peggy Braffet, Shane Hanson, Aaron Pode, Anita Ross, Erin Schultz, Jason Smith, Courtney Vercauteren, and Brandi Walsh.
Discussion.  Vote:  Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),
Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to re-employ the following third-year non-tenured certified teachers for the 2009-2010 school year:  Debbie Aurelius-Muir, Constance Boznos, Michelle Bradshaw, Natalie Cahill, Amanda Davison, Stacy Goeke, Lance Hawkins, Beth Hendricks, Marjorie Jarand, Cari Oester, Ginger Spencer, Dee Dee Stine, Gerry Thornton, Jennifer Weaver, and Amity Westphalen.      

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Frazier (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Morr (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Steve Matter, to re-employ the following fourth-year non-tenured certified teachers for the 2009-2010 school year:  Lon Abrams, Laura Baner, Jessica Carson, Stacy Durako, Matt Hurley, Elizabeth Kirby, Matt Koeppel, Susan Mullen, Pamela Nelson, Matt Nordstrom, Jamie O’Grady, and Andrew Walsh.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Morr (aye),
Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Curt Morr, to re-employ the following part-time certified teachers for the 2009-2010 school year:  Jane Butts, Walt Dare, Suzanne Eppley, and Bill Gaddis.

Discussion.  Vote:  Cremeens (aye), Morr (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),

Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Laura Cremeens, to approve the reduction in force of the following part-time, non-tenured certified teachers effective at the end of the 2008-2009 school year:  Ted Evans, Stephen McClintick, Michelle Reber, and Charmaine Ringer.

Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),
Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Curt Morr, to approve the honorary dismissal of the following non-teaching coaches/sponsors effective at the end of the 2008-2009 season:  T.J. Askeland, Sean Brand, Ashley Builta, Josh Champion, Jim Cleary, Josh Collins, Markie Crismon, Jennifer Denham, Fred Finchum, Mark Finchum, Scott Gentes, Todd Haab, Tyler Haning, Danielle Hoff, Justin Lacefield, Sarah Lyle, Terry Melick, Casey Miller, Tabitha Miller, Cynthia Scott, Larry Sheppelman, Darrel Shields, Doug Smith, and Doug Yoder.

Discussion:  Board members asked that a clarification be made regarding why some coaches were not on the dismissal list.  Vote:  Frazier (aye), Morr (aye), Cremeens (aye),
Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Hansen (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the honorary dismissal of the following teaching coaches effective at the end of the 2008-2009 season:  Ted Evans and Stephen McClintick.
Discussion.  Vote:  Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),
Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Glenn (absent).  Motion carried 6-0.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

______________________________

______________________________

President, Board of Education
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