Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16 NEWS RELEASE – March 09, 2010
	By Velma Litwiller

The Olympia Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 8, 2010 in the Conference Room of the Olympia Administration Office where the following actions were taken:

A.	Approved Agenda  
B.	Approved Minutes, including Executive Session, from the February 8, 2010 regular Board of Education meeting
C.	Approved Minutes from the February 22, 2010 special-called Goal Setting Work Session  
D.	Approved Bills and Financial Reports
E.	Confirmed the following resignations: 
1.  Sherry Merrell – Bus Driver effective at the end of the 2009-2010 school year
2.  Aaron Pode – OHMS Instrumental Teacher effective end of the 2009-2010 school year
3.  Ashleigh Yarcho – Classroom Aide effective March 18, 2010
4.  Linda Filbeck – Pre-K Aide effective the end of the 2009-2010 school year 
F.	Approved an unpaid Leave of Absence for Kathy Weinzierl effective January 4, 2010 through April 2, 2010
G.	Employed Justin Wahls – OMS Assistant Track Coach effective for the 2009-2010 season  
H.	Employed Katie Furlow – Special Education Teacher effective for the 2010-2011 school year  
I.	Approved the transfer of Cassi Anderson from Classroom Aide to Special Education Individual Aide effective February 16, 2010
J.	Approved the following Extra-Curricular Volunteers effective for the 2009-2010 season:
	1.  David Ross & Todd Wigginton – OHMS Track
	2.  Al Canopy, Darrel Dubree, & Jeff Gaither – OHS Softball
K.	Approved the 2010-2011 School Calendar
L.	Approved the 2010-2011 Elementary Handbook Changes
M.	Approved the 2010-2011 OMS Handbook Changes
N.	Approved the 2010-2011 OHS Handbook Change
O.	Approved the 2010-2011 OHMS Official Fees
P.	Approved an overnight trip for the Olympia Boys & Girls Track teams in order to participate in the Greenville Invitational on April 2-3, 2010
Q.	Approved the 2010 updated Risk Management Plan
R.	Approved the overnight trip for High School Drama Department to Rock Island IHSA sectional competition on March 19th and 20th, 2010

Mike Elder from BoardBook presented a webinar highlighting an electronic example of Olympia’s Board packets.  A cost benefit analysis will be conducted on the electronic Board packet.

Superintendent Brad Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, and Board Member Hansen provided an update on the last Olympia Advisory Council meeting.  The Olympia Advisory Council received information on Olympia’s fiscal status, Illinois’ financial deficit, Olympia Handbook changes, and Olympia’s new on-line registration feature.  

Dr. Wise shared that early reports suggest that the Governor will ask the Illinois State Board of Education to cut approximately $1,000,000,000 dollars out of the Education budget.  In order to meet the Governor’s anticipated request, the foundation level could drop from $6,119 per student to approximately $5,414 per student.  Dr. Wise informed the Board that if the Illinois State Board of Education indeed drops the foundation level by $705 per student, Olympia would lose over $1,000,000 dollars in state aid funding next year.  Olympia currently receives $4,500,000 in state aid funding, thus the result would be at least a 22% drop in state aid funding.

Dr. Wise updated the Board of Education on a Lighting Grant the District is pursing to replace the Middle and High School gymnasium lighting.  The grant would pay for approximately 80% of the project, reducing District cost to approximately $4,000. The retrofit would save the District an estimated $8,000 a year on energy efficiency and improve the lighting in both gymnasiums.
The Board of Education also received an update on the wind turbine partnership request for proposals, Olympia’s interest in the Central Illinois Broadband Network, Site and Construction fund, upcoming lease renewals, and the District’s custodial and maintenance department.  

Building Principals' reports were shared.  The winter Sports Participation & Fees Collected report was also shared along with the most current Sports Medicine Summary.

Superintendent Hutchison thanked the Board for their participation in the District’s Goal Setting work session.  Administration will advance the Board’s strategic goals with assigned operational benchmarks and strategic tactical actions.  Superintendent Hutchison anticipates that the strategic planning draft will be ready for Board review by the June meeting.  

Olympia Board members and Administrators attended the IASB Cornbelt Division Dinner on March 4, 2010.  The event was hosted inside the new Olympia North Elementary School.  Board members and administrators throughout central Illinois gathered to receive an update on legislative movement and school funding topics being discussed in Springfield.  Superintendent Hutchison thanked the staff at Olympia North for their preparation in hosting the event. 

Superintendent Hutchison updated the Board regarding the city of Atlanta's proposed Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District.  A draft intergovernmental agreement is being developed and will be presented to the Board at the April meeting. Superintendent Hutchison and Board member Michael Turner will be attending the TIF meetings in order to keep the Board informed.

The Board discussed the District's current Driver Education program and fees including reviewing a cost comparison of other local entities who provide Driver Education programs. Due to the fact that Driver’s Education costs for Olympia exceed revenue to fund the program, it was recommended that the Board consider increasing the Driver’s Education fee. A recommendation will be presented at the next regular scheduled Board of Education meeting. 

In other news, Superintendent Hutchison recognized Olympia West Elementary School’s students, 
parents, and staff for receiving the Academic Excellence Award from the Illinois State Board
of Education.  The award was granted as a result of continued high academic achievement at 
Olympia West.

In separate motions, the following actions were taken:

A.  Approved the revision of Board Policy 2:220 as presented
B.  Approved the Request for Proposal for partnership on possible wind turbine project

The Board met in Executive Session to discuss Student Discipline and Personnel.  As a result of Executive Session, the following actions were taken:

A. Approved the expulsion of student #050793 from Olympia High School and all related activities/events for one calendar year and to enroll said student into the Bloomington SAVE program.
B. Approved re-employment of the following second-year non-tenured certified teachers effective for the 2010-2011 school year: Katie Downey, Angela Groezinger, Jackie Holmes, Sara Hughes, Abigail Lies, Jennifer Love, Jillian Marx, Micah Moore, Emily Newman, Tara Snowden, and Tasha Troha
C. Approved re-employment the following third-year non-tenured certified teachers effective for the 2010-2011 school year: Megan Barker, Peggy Braffet, Shane Hanson, Anita Ross, Jason Smith, Courtney Vercauteren, and Brandi Walsh
D. Approved re-employment the following fourth-year non-tenured certified teachers effective for the 2010-2011 school year: Debbie Aurelius-Muir, Constance Boznos, Natalie Cahill, Amanda Davison, Stacy Goeke, Lance Hawkins, Beth Hendricks, Marjorie Jarand, Cari Oester, Ginger Spencer, Dee Dee Stine, Gerry Thornton, and Amity Westphalen
E. Approved the re-employment and approved the salaries/contracts of the following Administrators effective for the 2010-2011 school year: Brad Hutchison, Andrew Wise, Lance Thurman, Ruth McCartney, Michael Lootens, Dan Lamboley, Fred Shears, Laura O’Donnell, and Nicole Rummel 
F. Approved the re-employment and approved the salaries/contracts of the following Directors effective for the 2010-2011 school year: Trent Keller, Mary Idleman, and Scott Powers
G. Approved the 2010-2011 ESP Salary Schedule as presented by Superintendent Hutchison
H. Approved the re-employment the following part-time certified teachers effective for the 2010-2011 school year: Jane Butts, Walt Dare, Suzanne Eppley, and Bill Gaddis
I. Approved the reduction in force of the following part-time, non-tenured certified teachers effective at the end of the 2009-2010 school year: Allison Brutlag, Allison Gray, Stephen McClintick, and Joanna Spaulding
J. Approved the reduction in force of the following full-time, non-tenured teachers effective at the end of the 2009-2010 school year: Sarah Alberts, Bridget Joos, and Charmaine Ringer
K. Approved the honorary dismissal of the following non-teaching coaches/sponsors effective at the end of the 2009-2010 season: Ashley Builta, Jodi Collins, Josh Collins, Markie Crismon, Fred Finchum, Mark Finchum, Scott Gentes, Tyler Haning, Danielle Hoff, Justin Lacefield, Danny Logsdon, Sarah Lyle, Terry Melick, Casey Miller, Tabitha Miller, Morgan Ott, Mary Catherine Richmond, Cynthia Scott, Larry Sheppleman, Darrel Shields, Doug Smith, Rodney Todd, Justin Wahls, and Doug Yoder
L. Approved the honorary dismissal of the following part-time teaching coach/sponsor effective at the end of the 2009-2010 season: Stephen McClintick
Adjournment was 9:45 p.m. 

The next regular scheduled Board of Education meeting will be Monday, April 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the Olympia Administration Office.


 
